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CHURCH OF SAINT VERONICA 
CATHOLIC PARISH AND SCHOOL 

Established 1951 

VERONICA WIPES THE FACE OF JESUS 
“OFFERED HER VEIL” 
Legend states that as Christ was walking to Calvary, His face dripping with sweat and blood, Saint 
Veronica, a bystander, was moved with compassion. She approached Jesus and offered Him a cloth, 
likely her veil, which He accepted and used to wipe His face. The cloth is believed to exist today and 
is considered one of the most treasured relics of the Church. 

MASS SCHEDULE 
Saturdays: 8:30am & 6:00pm (Vigil) 
Sundays: 7:00, 8:30, 10:00, 11:30am (English); 1:30pm (Spanish) 
Monday - Friday: 6:30 & 8:30am (Liturgy of the Hours, 7:15am) 
Holy Days: 6:30, 8:30am, & 6:30pm 

CONFESSIONS 
Saturdays: 3:30 - 4:30pm (or by appointment) 

EUCHARISTIC ADORATION 
Monday - Friday: 9:00am - 12Noon (subject to change) 

PARISH OFFICE 
Monday - Friday: 8:00 am - 5:00pm  
434 Alida Way, South San Francisco, CA 94080 
Phone: 650-588-1455 | Fax: 650-588-1481 
www.stveronicassf.com       
churchoffice@stveronicassf.com 

SOCIAL MEDIA 
Livestream Mass on YouTube 

 @stveronicassf 

 saintveronicaparish.flocknote.com 
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MASS INTENTIONS 
FOR THE WEEK OF DECEMBER 15, 2024 
 

Sunday, 12/15 7:00am   † Bienvenido & Perpetua Marzan 
 8:30am   † Joseph & Maria Fernandes 
 10:00am      People of Saint Veronica 
 11:30am   † Dick Klein 
 1:30pm      The Gutierrez Family 

Monday, 12/16 6:30am   † Ann O’Conners-Rogers 
 8:30am   † Roberto Robleto 

Tuesday, 12/17 6:30am      Gretchen Brown 
 8:30am   † Eugene Brooks Jr. 

Wednesday, 12/18 6:30am   † Marie L. White 
 8:30am   † Felix W. Pelayo 

Thursday, 12/19 6:30am   † Nita Casulla 
 8:30am   † Rose Chetcuti 

Friday, 12/20 6:30am      Father Noel Colahan 
 8:30am   † Joe McBee 

Saturday, 12/21 8:30am   †  
 6:00pm   † Vicente Enriquez 

OUR SCHOOL 
434 Alida Way 
South San Francisco, CA  
Phone: 650-589-3909 

    Principal 
    Mr. John Payne 

Our Philosophy  
Saint Veronica Catholic School is committed to the education of 
the whole person based on the teachings of Jesus Christ.  We 
promote and sustain the spiritual, moral, social, intellectual, 
physical, and emotional growth of each student. 

In partnership with the family, the primary educator, and in 
collaboration with the parish community, we strive to provide a 
quality education centered in a Catholic environment of peace, 
security, and love. 

We enable students to live their faith; become open, honest, and 
effective communicators; achieve their goals as active members of 
the community; and become responsible, lifelong learners.  

PARISH STAFF 
 
Pastor 
Father Patrick J. Driscoll  |  Ext. 106 

Deacon 
Roger Beaudry  

Administrative Assistant 
Mary Martin  |  Ext. 101 

Bookkeeper 
Silvia Reyes |  Ext. 102 

Faith Formation Coordinator 
Karen Guglielmoni  |  Ext. 103 

Evangelization Coordinator 
Sandra Kearney 

Music Director 
Issa Stemler  |  707-840-9514 

Maintenance 
Juan Gutierrez 

Would you or someone you know like a visit 
from a priest? 
If you or someone you know would like a visit from 
our parish priest, please call the parish office at 650-
588-1455 with the request, and the information will 
be passed along to the priest.  

STEWARDSHIP 
FOR NOVEMBER 30TH & DECEMBER 1ST, 2024 

 

FOR DECEMBER 7TH & 8TH, 2024 

Due to an early bulletin deadline, the offering totals 
for December 7th & 8th will be published in the 
December 22nd bulletin.  Thank you for your 
continued support of our parish! 

IN SUPPORT OF OUR SCHOOL 

Our Saint Veronica Catholic School has partnered with Office 
Depot and Office Max  to raise funds for classroom supplies. 

Buy supplies - every eligible purchase made at Office Depot or 
Office Max of qualifying school supplies can help our school! 

Use our School ID number - 70013291 at checkout in store or 
online and Saint Veronica will receive 5% back in credit for 
supplies.  Visit https://www.saintveronicassf.org/school-
supplies for information. 

1st Offering $6,226.72 

2nd Offering (Altar Society) $2,645.00 

Thanksgiving (Saint Vincent de Paul) $3,446.00 

Pray for our Beloved Deceased 
In your prayers this week, please remember the repose of 

the souls of our recently deceased, especially: 

Jean Curutchet - died Nov. 26, 2024 

“Eternal Rest Grant Unto Them, O Lord . . .” 
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FROM THE DESK OF FATHER DRISCOLL 

 Yes, let us prepare ourselves to be a fitting 
place for His presence within us. As Saint John of 
the Cross wrote:   “Desire Him there, adore Him 
there. Do not go in pursuit of Him outside yourself. 
You will only become distracted and wearied 
thereby, and you shall not find Him, or enjoy Him 
more securely, or sooner, or more intimately than 
by seeking Him within you. There is but one 
difficulty: Even though He does abide within you, 
He is hidden.” (From the Spiritual Canticle, Saint 
John of the Cross) 

 
We await the coming of another as well! 
Father Caleb Ogbe 

 Our newly 
appointed Parochial 
Vicar will be Father 
Caleb Ogbe. He is 
from Nigeria and is 
scheduled to arrive 
on December 21st! 
Just in time for 
Christmas! Please 
pray that Father Ogbe 
has a safe journey to 
our parish and that it 
all goes as planned.  
Let us support him primarily with our prayers 
and love. 

 A little note: Our community is very generous 
to our priests. Thank you!   As Father gets settled 
in, the parish can oversee and make you aware if 
he has any temporal needs. This will be the best 
way to be helpful to Father --- by checking with 
us. If you have any questions, just let me know. 

Peace and Advent Blessings! 

Father Driscoll 
Pastor 

 While in the minds of secular thinkers the 
Christmas season is well underway (and, again, 
for them, it has been for some time) we, as 
Catholics,  live these days as days focused on 
preparation. 

 It is to be a time of preparation for the 
coming of Jesus at the end of time (or, for us 
individually, at the end of our life) and we also 
prepare for celebrating His first coming at 
Bethlehem. 

 This Third Sunday in Advent is a bit different 
than the others in Advent. It has traditionally 
been known as “Gaudete Sunday”. The word 
“Gaudete” means “rejoice”.  We rejoice because 
we can now see that our celebration of 
Christmas will begin soon enough --- December 
25! 

 We rejoice because God entered into our 
souls at our baptism, He enters into our very 
beings in Holy Communion and He is among us 
when we gather in His Name in the Holy Spirit.  
God came, God comes each day into our hearts. 
He will come again. 

 The late Pope Benedict XVI once wrote that 
“Advent reminds us … of two things: first, that 
God’s presence in the world has already begun, 
that He is present though in a hidden manner.” 

 Second, according to Benedict XVI, Advent is 
to remind us that God’s presence has only begun 
and is not yet full and complete, and that we, the 
faithful: “ … are the ones through whom God 
wishes to be present in the world … through our 
faith, hope and love.” His Holiness continues: 
“The Christ child comes in a real sense whenever 
human beings act out of authentic love for the 
Lord”.  (Joseph Ratzinger/Pope Benedict XVI 
Dogma and Preaching 1985 and 2011) 

 



READINGS FOR THE WEEK 
SUNDAY READINGS FOR  DECEMBER 15, 2024 
First Reading (Zep 3:17): 
The LORD, your God, is in your midst, a mighty savior; he will 
rejoice over you with gladness.  
 

Psalm (Is 12:6): 
Cry out with joy and gladness: for among you is the great and 
Holy One of Israel.

Second Reading (Phil 4:5-6): 
The Lord is near. Have no anxiety at all, but in everything,  by 
prayer and petition, with thanksgiving, make your requests 
known to God.  
 

Gospel (Lk 3:10): 
The crowds asked John the Baptist, “What should we do?”  

READINGS FOR THE WEEK OF DEC. 15 
 

Sun., December 15 (Third Sunday of Advent) 
Zep 3:14-18a/Is 12:2-3, 4, 5-6 (6)/Phil 4:4-7/Lk 3:10-18  
 

Mon., December 16 
Nm 24:2-7, 15-17a/Ps 25:4-5ab, 6 and 7bc, 8-9/Mt 21:23-27  
 

Tues., December 17 
Gn 49:2, 8-10/Ps 72:1-2, 3-4ab, 7-8, 17/Mt 1:1-17  
 

Wed., December 18 
Jer 23:5-8/Ps 72:1-2, 12-13, 18-19/Mt 1:18-25 
 

Thurs., December 19 
Jgs 13:2-7, 24-25a/Ps 71:3-4a, 5-6ab, 16-17/Lk 1:5-25  
 

Fri., December 20 
Is 7:10-14/Ps 24:1-2, 3-4ab, 5-6/Lk 1:26-38  
 

Sat., December 21 (Saint Peter Canisius, Priest & 
Doctor of the Church) 
Sg 2:8-14 or Zep 3:14-18a/Ps 33:2-3, 11-12, 20-21/Lk 1:39-45  
 

Next Sun., December 22 (Fourth Sunday of Advent) 
Mi 5:1-4a/Ps 80:2-3, 15-16, 18-19 (4)/Heb 10:5-10/Lk 1:39-45  
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AROUND THE ARCHDIOCESE 
GRIEF WORKSHOP 
LONGING - HOPE - JOY … Gospel models of longing 
and hope allow a glimpse of coming joy as at-
tendees pray together through the weeks of Advent.  
Sister Toni Lynn Gallagher, RSM, will facilitate the 
workshop, to be held at Saint Pius’ Parish Center 
(Redwood City) this Monday, December 16th, at 7:00 
p.m.  Contact griefministry@pius.org to RSVP. 

APPRECIATION DINNER 
The Knights of Columbus Saint Francis Chapter ex-
tends an invitation to its Annual Clergy and Reli-
gious Appreciation Dinner to honor our Bishops, 
Priests, Deacons, Religious Brothers and Sisters, 
and Seminarians.  The dinner will be held at Saint 
Mary’s Cathedral, San Francisco, on Friday, January 
24, 2025 (cocktails at 5:00 p.m.; dinner at 6:30 p.m.).  
The cost is $50 per person through January 12, 
2025, and $60 per person beginning January 13.  
There will be no ticket sales at the door.  See the  
flyer in our parish vestibule bulletin board for reser-
vation information. 

WEST COAST WALK FOR LIFE 
The 21st Annual Walk for Life West Coast will take 
place on Saturday, January 25, 2025, beginning at 
10:45 a.m. in San Francisco’s Civic Center.  For infor-
mation, visit www.walkforlifewc.com. 

Year-end Contribution Statements for 2024 
 

 A friendly reminder:  Any donations that you wish to be 
recorded on your contribution statement for 2024 must be 
postmarked by December 31, 2024, in order to be recorded as 
a 2024 contribution.  Donations postmarked after that date 
cannot (by law) be recorded as a 2024 contribution. 
 Donations placed in the offertory collection basket or 
Pastoral Center mailbox during the weekend masses of De-
cember 28 & 29, 2024, will be recorded as a 2024 donation. 
 For tax purposes, contribution letters will automatically 
be mailed to those who donated $250.00 or more to Saint  
Veronica Parish in 2024.  These letters will be sent no later 
than January 31, 2025. 
 Contributions made to the Archdiocesan Annual Appeal 
are acknowledged directly through the Archdiocese Office of 
Development. 

 

Thank you for your continued generosity! 

Saint Veronica Christmas Vigil 
and Christmas Day Masses 

 

Christmas Eve (Vigil Masses) 

Tuesday, December 24 

6:00 p.m. and 8:00 p.m. 
 

Christmas Day 

Wednesday, December 25 

7:00 a.m., 8:30 a.m., 10:00 a.m. and 
11:30 a.m. (English) 

1:30 p.m. (Spanish) 
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PARISH GRIEF MINISTRY 
Our parish Grief Ministry regularly meets on the second 
and fourth Thursday of the month in the parish office 
building.  Please call the Office at 650-588-1455 if you are 
interested in joining the group for meeting times. 

ENROLLMENT INFORMATION 
Schedule a tour of our Catholic School! 

Parents interested in enrolling their child in 
our Saint Veronica Catholic School 
(Kindergarten through 8th grade) for 2024-25 
or 2025-26 are invited to call the school 
office at 650-589-3909 to schedule a tour of 
the School and learn more about enrolling. 

ADVENT IS HERE! 
FATHER JAMES GARCIA ADVENT 
TALKS 
Father James Garcia’s Advent Conference focusing on 
the Letter of Saint Paul to the Romans continues on 
Monday, December 16th, and concludes on Monday 
December 23rd, at 6:30 p.m. in the Church.  Bring 
your Bible or New Testament!  

 

GIVING TREE / ADVENT FOOD DRIVE 
Please stop by our Giving Tree, 
located near the statue of 
Saint Joseph, and pick up a tag 
or two - gift card and gift item 
purchases are available.  
Please return wrapped gifts 
with the tag attached or gift 
cards by Monday, December 
16th, too allow time for dis-
tribution.  Gifts may be 
placed by the tree or deliv-
ered to the Parish Office; gift 
cards may be placed in the 
offering basket during Mass or delivered to the 
Parish Office.   

Our SVdP Conference will also spon-
sor the annual Advent non-
perishable food drive through 
Christmas Eve.  Of particular need 
at this time is one-pound bags of 
rice, canned soup, tuna, canned 
fruit, and canned chicken.  Please 
note that donations must be unex-
pired; we are unable to distribute 
expired food products. 

 

ADVENT VIGIL FOR LIFE 
Anyone interested in joining the group praying in 
front of Planned Parenthood on Grand Ave., So. San 
Francisco, is welcome to call Mary at 650-219-6689 to 
inquire about available times.  The prayer group will 
gather from 10:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. Monday through 
Friday now through Monday, December 23.  

SIGN UP FOR 365 DAYS OF HALLOW 
PREMIUM FOR JUST $1 
Thanks to a generous donor, the Archdiocese of San 
Francisco is partnering with Hallow to offer this one-
time deal to new users of the app (a $70 value if paid 
annually).  To sign up for the premium content on 
Hallow for only $1, visit https://hallow.com/parish/ 
and search for “St. Veronica”.  In addition to prayer 
resources and “Bible in a Year”, users who join the 
St. Veronica community on Hallow can offer prayer 
intentions on the site. 




