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CHURCH OF SAINT VERONICA 
CATHOLIC PARISH AND SCHOOL 

Established 1951 

VERONICA WIPES THE FACE OF JESUS 
“OFFERED HER VEIL” 
Legend states that as Christ was walking to Calvary, His face dripping with sweat and blood, Saint 
Veronica, a bystander, was moved with compassion. She approached Jesus and offered Him a cloth, 
likely her veil, which He accepted and used to wipe His face. The cloth is believed to exist today and 
is considered one of the most treasured relics of the Church. 

MASS SCHEDULE 
Saturdays: 8:30am & 6:00pm (Vigil) 
Sundays: 7:00, 8:30, 10:00, 11:30am (English); 1:30pm (Spanish) 
Monday - Friday: 6:30 & 8:30am (Liturgy of the Hours, 7:15am) 
Holy Days: 6:30, 8:30am, & 6:30pm 

CONFESSIONS 
Saturdays: 3:30 - 4:30pm (or by appointment) 

EUCHARISTIC ADORATION 
Monday - Friday: 9:00am - 12Noon (subject to change) 

PARISH OFFICE 
Monday - Friday: 8:00 am - 5:00pm  
434 Alida Way, South San Francisco, CA 94080 
Phone: 650-588-1455 | Fax: 650-588-1481 
www.stveronicassf.com       
churchoffice@stveronicassf.com 

SOCIAL MEDIA 
Livestream Mass on YouTube 

 @stveronicassf 

 saintveronicaparish.flocknote.com 
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MASS INTENTIONS 
FOR THE WEEK OF MARCH 3, 2024 
 

Sunday, 03/03 7:00am   † John & Antonia Flinter 
 8:30am      Kathleen & Dave McCann 
 10:00am      People of Saint Veronica 
 11:30am   † Roger Cornwell 
 1:30pm      David Garcia & Family 

Monday, 03/04 6:30am      Lorna Tayag 
 8:30am   † Gianfranco Andreazzi 

Tuesday,03/05 6:30am   † Rufino Leduna Sr. 
 8:30am   † Felix “Fay” Buckley 

Wednesday, 03/06 6:30am   † Howard Connolly 
 8:30am      Ashley Faro 

Thursday, 03/07 6:30am   † Renan Abarquez 
 8:30am      Julie Jayme 

Friday, 03/08 6:30am   † Dennison Raval 
 8:30am   † Henry Go 

Saturday, 03/09 8:30am   † Felix “Fay” Buckley 
 6:00pm   † Ubaldo Garza 

OUR SCHOOL 
434 Alida Way 
South San Francisco, CA  
Phone: 650-589-3909 

    Principal 
    Mr. John Payne 

Our Philosophy  
Saint Veronica Catholic School is committed to the education of 
the whole person based on the teachings of Jesus Christ.  We 
promote and sustain the spiritual, moral, social, intellectual, 
physical, and emotional growth of each student. 

In partnership with the family, the primary educator, and in 
collaboration with the parish community, we strive to provide a 
quality education centered in a Catholic environment of peace, 
security, and love. 

We enable students to live their faith; become open, honest, and 
effective communicators; achieve their goals as active members of 
the community; and become responsible, lifelong learners.  

PARISH STAFF 
 
Pastor 
Father Patrick J. Driscoll  |  Ext. 106 

Parochial Vicar  
Father Oliver Ortese 

Deacon 
Roger Beaudry  

Administrative Assistant 
Mary Martin  |  Ext. 101 

Bookkeeper 
Silvia Reyes |  Ext. 102 

Faith Formation Coordinator 
Karen Guglielmoni  |  Ext. 103 

Evangelization Coordinator 
Sandra Kearney 

Music Director 
Issa Stemler  |  707-840-9514 

Maintenance 
Juan Gutierrez 

Would you or someone you know like a visit 
from a priest? 
 

If you or someone you know would like a visit from 
one of our parish priests, please call the parish 
office at 650-588-1455 with the request, and the 
information will be passed along to the priests.  

PLEASE VISIT OUR ADVERTISERS! 
Our bulletin is printed at no cost to our parish thanks to the 
merchants whose ads appear on the back page.  Please con-
sider supporting those who support Saint Veronica’s bulletin! 

If you would like more information about advertising in our 
bulletin, please contact Iris Mitchell, LPi Advertising Sales   
Executive, at 800-950-9952 ext. 2495 or 314-974-4834. 

STEWARDSHIP 
FOR FEBRUARY 14TH, 17TH & 18TH, 2024 

 

FOR FEBRUARY 24TH & 25TH, 2024 

IN SUPPORT OF OUR SCHOOL 

Our Saint Veronica Catholic School has partnered with Office 
Depot and Office Max  to raise funds for classroom supplies. 

Buy supplies - every eligible purchase made at Office Depot or 
Office Max of qualifying school supplies can help our school! 

Use our School ID number - 70013291 at checkout in store or 
online and Saint Veronica will receive 5% back in credit for 
supplies.  Visit https://www.saintveronicassf.org/school-
supplies for information. 

1st Offering $6,555.70 

2nd Offering (Music Ministry) $2,463.00 

Ash Wednesday $4,844.00 

1st Offering $7,382.40 

2nd Offering (Maintenance) $2,725.00 
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FROM THE DESK OF FATHER DRISCOLL 
 Others loathe the commandments because they want to do 
their own thing, or they fear that they cannot keep them. 

 Still others do not want to trust God because they are angry 
at the unexpected twists and turns of life and the fact that God 
doesn’t always give them what they want. 

 It could be said that this woman’s hostility is not really at 
Jesus; it is at “the Jews,” with whom the Samaritans have a 
hostile relationship.  Again, Monsignor Pope notes:  “This is 
sometimes the case with God as well. It is not always the Lord 
Jesus, or God the Father, whom people hate or distrust; rather, it 
is Christians.” True enough, some have been hurt by people in 
the Church, by Christians. 

 Probably most remarkable in this scene is that, in the end, 
our Blessed Lord revealed something to her --- He confided to 
her --- something which was unbelievably rare. He reveals to 
this lonely, weary, sinful and sad woman, that He is the Messiah. 
He did not reveal this to the Chief Priests but did reveal this 
truth to this simple woman.  And in doing so He wins her heart. 

 Jesus, God, made Himself thirsty for our faith so as to 
refresh us. Just, as Saint Paul tells us in 2 Corinthians, He made 
Himself poor to enrich us (cf. 2 Corinthians 8:9) by becoming a 
man, walking among us, healing, teaching, blessing, and 
sharing our sorrows.  This is our God who thirsts for our faith 
and our love.   He will say on the cross “I thirst”. 

 The Samaritan woman represents the unhappiness of those 
who have not found what they are looking for: She had “five 
husbands” and is now living with a man who is not her husband; 
she is a social outcast. 

 She experienced failure after failure.  She goes back and 
forth to the well day in and day out --- and this itself represents 
a repetitive and resigned life. 

 And then comes the change. Everything changes this one 
day because of her conversation, her encounter with the Lord 
Jesus, who shakes her up so much that she leaves the water jar 
and runs to tell the people of the village: “Come and see a man 
who told me all that I ever did. Can this be the Christ?” (John 4:28-
29) 

 We too can be caught up in a repetitive and resigned life, 
caught up in habits of sin, of selfish self-love having in a way 
made a strange peace with sin --- and in this we draw from the 
stagnant waters of a life far from God, simply going through the 
motions all by ourselves. 

 We too need to hear Jesus tells us that He thirsts for our 
heart and soul --- and then give it to Him.   We too need to be 
refreshed by His outpouring of His Spirit, the living water of life 
that we will receive when we go to Him in humility and ask for 
forgiveness in Holy Confession.  Why are the lines for Holy 
Communion so long and yet the lines for Holy Confession in 
most churches and parishes almost non-existent? 

 Dear brothers and sisters, let us open our hearts to these 
words of the Lord in Sacred Scripture and by this be like the 
Samaritan woman and meet Jesus in the midst, in the Noon of 
our day.  He will then reveal His love to us. He will confide in our 
hearts:  I am the living water you are looking for to satisfy your 
thirst completely --- I am the Messiah, I am your Savior.  “It is I, 
who speak to you” (John 4:26).  

  Mary, first and perfect disciple of Christ, obtain this gift for 
us. 

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Jesus Christ, 

 As we continue in our time of Lent, we remind ourselves 
that this season (but really the whole of our lives) is meant to 
be one of encounter --- encounter with God.  During Lent we 
place ourselves in the desert to encounter our Lord in prayer, in 
our sharing in His self-denial and in His love for the poor and 
needy. 

 The scene given to us in the Gospel (John 4:5-42) has been 
described as one of the most beautiful and profound texts of 
the bible. This encounter, this dialogue, between Jesus and the 
Samaritan woman who came to a well to draw water at Noon 
does indeed show forth great beauty. The beauty of the Lord's 
love for every person, especially those who have not yet found 
their way in life. 

 The late Pope Benedict XVI once commented that in order 
to unveil all of the richness offered to us in this scene we must 
engage in a more prolonged and prayerful meditation over it --- 
identifying ourselves with the woman, seeing how the well is 
the world --- a well that holds the water that cannot satisfy. 

 We can ponder also how it is that God knows all about our 
lives --- as the Psalms tell us: “He knit us in our mother’s womb”.  
He knows our all of our failings, our forgetfulness of Him at 
times and yet He always wants to give us the living water of His 
Holy Spirit. 

 The Scholars tells us that the woman was obviously an 
outcast since she came by herself to the well --- and this is 
evident by her coming at Noon in the heat of the day when it 
was so much more difficult.  Most likely, her lifestyle --- the way 
she lived --- caused her to be shunned by the other women who 
would be coming earlier in the day. 

 We should note --- and, again, the details of the Gospels are 
always important --- it is Jesus who initiates the encounter, the 
conversation. 

 Our Blessed Lord speaks to her, and it surprises her.   “Give 
me a drink”.   Monsignor Charles Pope notes:  “The discussion 
begins with a request. … Imagine, God asking you for anything. 
… What can she or anyone really give God? The answer is simply 
this: [we can give God] the gift of our very self. God has put a 
threshold before our heart that even He will not cross unless we 
first say “yes” to Him. Jesus’ request initiates a discussion, a 
dialogue of two hearts. ... As we have seen, the woman struggles 
with this dialogue.” 

 Yes, she pushes back.   Why are you, a Jew, speaking to a 
Samaritan woman? Where is your bucket? It is a deep well and 
just where is this living water anyway? 

 In our own lives we too have experienced that it is a 
delicate, even painful process for us to accept the Lord’s 
invitation to give ourselves to Him. And yet, Sacred Scripture 
says, “It is an awesome thing to fall into the hands of the living 
God” (Heb 10:31). 

 Our Lord does not give up with the Samaritan woman. He 
continues to meet her where she is but offering her something 
more… He offers her, “a spring of water welling up to eternal 
life” within her. 

 The reality is that in our journey to God, we do not always 
trust or understand God at first. Some experience a fear in 
responding to God for they think they will lose their freedom or 
that they will have to change too much. 



READINGS FOR THE WEEK 
SUNDAY READINGS FOR  MARCH 3, 2024 
First Reading: 
“Strike the rock, and the water will flow from it for the people to 
drink.” (Ex 17:6)   
 

Psalm: 
If today you hear his voice, harden not your hearts. (Ps 95)  
 

Second Reading: 
And hope does not disappoint, because the love of God has 
been poured out into our hearts through the Holy Spirit who has 
been given to us. (Rom 5:5)   
  

Gospel: 
“Everyone who drinks this water will be thirsty again; but 
whoever drinks the water I shall give will never thirst; the water I 
shall give will become in him a spring of water welling up to 
eternal life.” (Jn 4:13-14)  

READINGS FOR THE WEEK OF MARCH 3 
 

Sun., March 3 (3rd Sunday of Lent; 1st Scrutiny) 
Ex 20:1-17 or 20:1-3, 7-8, 12-17/Ps 19:8, 9, 10, 11 (Jn 6:68c)/1 Cor 
1:22-25/Jn 2:13-25 or Scrutiny: Ex 17:3-7/Ps 95:1-2, 6-7, 8-9 (8)/
Rom 5:1-2, 5-8/Jn 4:5-42 or 4:5-15, 19b-26, 39a, 40-42   
  

Mon., March 4 (Saint Casimir) 
2 Kgs 5:1-15ab/Ps 42:2, 3; 43:3,4/Lk 4:24-30  
 

Tues., March 5 
Dn 3:25, 34-43/Ps 25:4-5ab, 6 and 7bc, 8-9/Mt 18:21-35  
 

Wed., March 6 
Dt 4:1, 5-9/Ps 147:12-13, 15-16, 19-20/Mt 5:17-19 
 

Thurs., March 7 (Saints Perpetua & Felicity, Martyrs) 
Jer 7:23-28/Ps 95:1-2, 6-7, 8-9/Lk 11:14-23  
 

Fri., March 8 (Saint John of God, Religious) 
Hos 14:2-10/Ps 81:6c-8a, 8bc-9, 10-11ab, 14 and 17/Mk 12:28-34  
 

Sat., March 9 (Saints Frances of Rome & Catherine of 
Bologna) 
Hos 6:1-6/Ps 51:3-4, 18-19, 20-21ab/Lk 18:9-14  
 

Next Sun., March 10 (4th Sunday of Lent; 2nd Scrutiny) 
2 Chr 36:14-16, 19-23/Ps 137:1-2, 3, 4-5, 6 (6ab)/Eph 2:4-10/Jn 
3:14-21 or Scrutiny: 1 Sm 16:1b, 6-7, 10-13a/Ps 23:1-3a, 3b-4, 5, 6 
(1)/Eph 5:8-14/Jn 9:1-41 or 9:1, 6-9, 13-17, 34-38  
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REMEMBERING OUR LOVED ONES    
DURING MASSES 
Mass intentions for 2024 are accepted on a first-come, 
first-served basis. Kindly note these important guide-
lines.  Please stop by the Parish Office during business 
hours (8 a.m. to 5 p.m., Monday - Friday) to reserve Mass-
es.  Requests may be made once per quarter for up to 
four Masses for any available time in 2024.  Only one in-
tention per Mass is accepted.  If a Mass intention is for 
two individuals, both must be deceased or both must be 
living, and both people must have the same last name.  
Opportunities to sponsor the sanctuary candle or flowers 
are also readily available. 

UPCOMING ADSF EVENTS 
The Bay Area Catholic Men’s Conference will be 
held on Saturday, March 9, 2024, at Saint Mark Par-
ish in Belmont (note new location).  Information 
and registration is available at www.sfbaymen.info. 

Fundamental Health Care Ethics conference for 
health-care professionals will be held Saturday,  
March 9, 2024, at Saint Patrick’s Seminary in Menlo 
Park.  For information and to register, visit 
www.convergingroads.com/sanfrancisco or email 
ana@forlifeandfamily.org 

The “Life-Giving Wounds Retreat” for adult chil-
dren of divorced or separated parents will be held 
the weekend of March 22-24, 2024, at Vallombrosa 
Retreat Center in Menlo Park.  Visit https://
sfarch.org/event/life-giving-wounds-healing-retreat
-march2024/ for information and to register. 

Save the Date for the National Eucharistic Revival 
Pilgrimage from the West with the Saint Junipero 
Serra Route  on Sunday, May 19, 2024 (Pentecost 
Sunday).  Join Archbishop  Cordileone and the      
Eucharistic Perpetual Pilgrims for 11 a.m. Mass at 
Saint Mary’s Cathedral followed by a pilgrimage 
walk across the Golden Gate Bridge.  For infor-
mation, visit https://sfarch.org/eucharistic-revival/ 

Additional events are listed at https://sfarch.org/
events/ 

SAINT PATRICK’S DAY DINNER 
Our parish’s annual Saint Patrick’s Day dinner will 
be held on Saturday, March 16, from 5:00-9:00 p.m. 
in the Parish Center!  Reservation flyers are available 
in the church vestibule and can be returned to the 
parish or school office.  Reservations may also be 
made online by visiting https://
forms.diamondmindinc.com/saintveronicassf/
irishdinner.  The reservation 
deadline is this Friday, March 8. 

The cost is $50 for adults (corned 
beef and cabbage or chicken 
marsala) and $20 for children 10 
and under (chicken tenders and 
fries).  

https://forms.diamondmindinc.com/saintveronicassf/irishdinner
https://forms.diamondmindinc.com/saintveronicassf/irishdinner
https://forms.diamondmindinc.com/saintveronicassf/irishdinner
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LENT AT SAINT VERONICA 
Stations of the Cross will be prayed each Fri-
day during Lent immediately following the 8:30 
a.m. Mass (and before Exposition of the Blessed 
Sacrament) and at 6:30 p.m. 

Saint Vincent de Paul Lent Food Drive - as is 
our parish tradition, we will hold a Lenten non-
perishable food drive to help our neighbors in 
need.  At this time, our SVdP pantry is particu-
larly in need of cereal, peanut butter & jelly,  
pasta sauce and canned fruit. (Items such as 
canned vegetables, tuna, rice, pasta and beans 
are in plentiful supply!).  Items need to be unex-
pired, unopened and in good general condition.  
Donations may be dropped off in the Church 
vestibule or at the parish office Monday through 
Friday, 8 a.m.-5 p.m. 

Abstinence:  Everyone 14 years of age & older is 
bound to abstain from meat on Ash Wednesday, 
each Friday of Lent, & Good Friday. 

CONGRATULATIONS! 
Our own Deacon Roger Beaudry          
celebrated the 29th anniversary of his 
ordination to the permanent diaconate 
on Sunday, February 25th, and received 
a special blessing at the 7:00 a.m. Mass.  
Deacon Roger and his wife, Mary, serve 
our parish and parishioners in several 
ministries. 

Following his ordination in 1995,      
Deacon Roger first assisted at Mass 
with Father Mark Taheny (pictured together above). 

Pray for our Beloved Deceased 
In your prayers this week, please remember the repose 

of the souls of our recently deceased, especially: 

Mario Micallef - died Feb. 1, 2024 
Ellen McAuliffe - died Feb. 21, 2024 

“Eternal Rest Grant Unto Them, O Lord . . .” 

SVCS CLASS OF ’83 REUNION  
Saint Veronica Catholic 
School Class of 1983 will be 
holding its 40th class reunion 
on Saturday, March 16, 2024, 
beginning with a tour of the 
school campus and mingling 
at 3:30 p.m. before attending 
the 6:00 p.m. Mass, during 
which classmates Tom Caruso and  Kerry Conway 
will be remembered. 

Please contact Rachelle (McCann) Henley at 
rachelle_henley@yahoo.com to receive additional 
information! 

WHAT ARE THE SCRUTINIES? 
On the 3rd, 4th and 5th Sundays of Lent, those who are 
preparing to receive the Sacraments of Initiation at the 
Easter Vigil will undergo the Three Scrutinies, which are 
three Rites intended for deep reflection and introspec-
tion by the Elect as they move ever closer  to reception of 
the Sacraments. 

The Three Scrutinies also invite our parish community to 
continue praying for the Elect and to use this time of Lent 
to look inward at our own lives.  The Gospels of the Sa-
maritan woman at the well, the healing of the man born 
blind, and the raising of Lazarus from the dead will have 
great meaning for the Elect and for baptized Catholics! 




