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CHURCH OF SAINT VERONICA

| GATHOLIC PARISH AND SCHOOL
Established 1951

DECEMBER 3, 2023 | FIRST SUNDAY OF ADVENT

1°T SUNDAY
OF ADVENT

“Be watchful! Be alert!
You do not know when
the time will come.”

- Mk 13:33

VERONICA WIPES THE FACE OF JESUS

“OFFERED HER VEIL”

Legend states that as Christ was walking to Calvary, His face dripping with sweat and blood, Saint
Veronica, a bystander, was moved with compassion. She approached Jesus and offered Him a cloth,
likely her veil, which He accepted and used to wipe His face. The cloth is believed to exist today and
is considered one of the most treasured relics of the Church.

MASS SCHEDULE PARISH OFFICE

Saturdays: 8:30am & 6:00pm (Vigil) Monday - Friday: 8:00 am - 5:00pm

Sundays: 7:00, 8:30, 10:00, 11:30am (English); 1:30pm (Spanish) 434 Alida Way, South San Francisco, CA 94080

Monday - Friday: 6:30 & 8:30am Phone: 650-588-1455 | Fax: 650-588- 1481 Jce
Holy Days: 6:30, 8:30am, & 6:30pm www.stveronicassf.com AN

CONFESSIONS SOCIAL MEDIA

Saturdays: 3:30 - 4:30pm (or by appointment) Livestream Mass on YouTube

3 @stveronicassf

& saintveronicaparish.flocknote.com

EUCHARISTIC ADORATION
Monday - Friday: 9:00am - 12Noon (subject to change)
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PARISH STAFF

Pastor
Father Patrick J. Driscoll | Ext. 106

Parochial Vicar
Father Oliver Ortese

Deacon
Roger Beaudry

Administrative Assistant
Mary Martin | Ext. 101

Bookkeeper
Silvia Reyes | Ext. 102

Faith Formation Coordinator
Karen Guglielmoni | Ext. 103

Evangelization Coordinator
Sandra Kearney

Music Director
Issa Stemler | 707-840-9514

Maintenance
Juan Gutierrez

OUR SCHOOL

434 Alida Way
South San Francisco, CA
Phone: 650-589-3909

Principal
Mr. John Payne

office@saintveronicassf.org | www.saintveronicassf.org

Our Philosophy

Saint Veronica Catholic School is committed to the education of
the whole person based on the teachings of Jesus Christ. We
promote and sustain the spiritual, moral, social, intellectual,
physical, and emotional growth of each student.

In partnership with the family, the primary educator, and in
collaboration with the parish community, we strive to provide a
quality education centered in a Catholic environment of peace,
security, and love.

We enable students to live their faith; become open, honest, and
effective communicators; achieve their goals as active members of
the community; and become responsible, lifelong learners.

IN SUPPORT OF OUR SCHOOL

Our Saint Veronica Catholic School has partnered with Office
Depot and Office Max to raise funds for classroom supplies.

Buy supplies - every eligible purchase made at Office Depot or
Office Max of qualifying school supplies can help our school!

Use our School ID number - 70013291 at checkout in store or
online and Saint Veronica will receive 5% back in credit for
supplies. Visit https://www.saintveronicassf.org/school-
supplies for information.

MASS INTENTIONS

FOR THE WEEK OF DECEMBER 3, 2023

Sunday, 12/03 7:00am T Reina Bautista
8:30am 1 Benny Chetcuti
10:00am People of Saint Veronica
11:30am t Anthony Micallef
1:30pm T Fernando De Los Santos

Monday, 12/04 6:30am  The Dunn Family
8:30am 1 Reina Bautista

Tuesday,12/05 6:30am T Felicisimo & Lucila Tanedo
8:30am T Aurea Poblete

Wednesday, 12/06 6:30am 1 Howard Connolly
8:30am t Visitacion Ribagorda

Thursday, 12/07  6:30am T Gregory & Lourdes Villanueva
8:30am 1 Renan Abarquez

Friday, 12/08 6:30am T Frederico & Pacita Tanedo
8:30am  Remedios Bernabe
6:30pm T Andrea Caraffi

Saturday, 12/09  8:30am T John Mosunic
6:00pm T Julia Razo

Would you or someone you know like a visit
from a priest?

If you or someone you know would like a visit from
one of our parish priests, please call the parish
office at 650-588-1455 with the request, and the
information will be passed along to the priests.

STEWARDSHIP

FOR NOVEMBER 18TH AND 19TH, 2023
1st Offering $6,730.80
2nd Offering (CCHD) $2,715.00

FOR NOVEMBER 25TH AND 26TH, 2023
1st Offering $5,836.90
2nd Offering (Maintenance)  $2,559.00

GIVE ONLINE TODAY!

Thank you to everyone who
supports our parish! Visit our parish
website for online giving
information: Online Giving
www.stveronicassf.com

PLEASE SUPPORT OUR ADVERTISERS

Our bulletin is printed at no cost to our parish thanks to the
merchants whose ads appear on the back page. Please con-
sider supporting those who support Saint Veronica’s bulletin!

If you would like more information about advertising in our
bulletin, please contact Iris Mitchell, LPi Advertising Sales
Executive, at 800-950-9952 ext. 2495 or 314-974-4834.
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FROM THE DESK OF FATHER OLIVER

Jesus is the Reason for the Season!

Today we begin a new year “B”. The
Catholic liturgical year “A” ended last Sunday
with the celebration of Christ the Universal
King. This is the beginning of our new
Christian liturgical year “B” as we begin the
first Sunday of Advent. In the last liturgical
year “A” (2023), the most dominant Gospel
read at Sunday Masses (80%) was the Gospel
of Saint Matthew. In this year “B” (2024), the
Gospel of Saint Mark will take center stage in
our Sunday Holy Eucharistic celebrations
(again, about 80% of the time). The Gospel of
Saint Mark, as we all know, was the first of all
the Gospels to be written. This is why his
narratives are very short and precise. The
other Evangelists elaborated on their stories
of the life of our Blessed Lord Jesus Christ.

Advent

ADVENT is the four weeks set aside by
the Church every year to help Christians
prepare to celebrate the birthday of our
Blessed Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. As the
Church begins this period of spiritual
preparation for the celebration of the
birthday of the only Savior of the world, the
secular world has already begun their own
preparation - tickets for the journey to
connect with loved ones, decorations of
homes with lights and other accessories,
sales have gone up, lots of shopping for gifts,
clothes and food. The frenzy has begun!!

And so the Church sets out these four
weeks of Advent to keep all Christians
focused so that we will not be caught up in
the frenzy of the world but should be sober
and embark on a spiritual journey. The
Church is inviting us to focus on the true

meaning of this season ... and the true
meaning is that JESUS IS THE REASON FOR
THE SEASON!

So Advent presents a two-fold
character: itis a time of preparation for the
Solemnity of Christmas in which the first
coming of the Son of God to humanity is
remembered (the birthday of our Lord Jesus
Christ); and so by remembering this, our
minds and hearts are led to look forward to
the Second Coming of Christ at the end of
time. For these two reasons, therefore,
Advent is a period of devotedly and
delightfully expecting both Christmas and the
Second Coming of Christ.

This is why all the readings at our Holy
Mass today are inviting us to be vigilant as to
be ready to receive and welcome the Lord
who is coming. The first reading from the
prophet Isaiah says that God is “Father” and
“Redeemer”. And so nobody is so enslaved by
sin that they cannot be freed from it and be
“redeemed”. Thisiswhy we need to take
some time away from our busy schedule to go
to Confession during this period.

In the Gospel (Mark 13:33-37), our
Blessed Lord is very clear: “Take heed, watch
and pray for you do not know when the time
will come ... it might be in the evening, at
midnight or at dawn or in the morning.”

While the world may be caught up in
the frenzy for Christmas, we Christians should
rather be in sober reflection, repenting from
our sins and mending our lives so that we will
be spiritually ready to meet our Lord and
Savior whenever it suits Him to come and
take us home!

God loves you!
May He bless you bounteously!!
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READINGS FOR THE WEEK

SUNDAY READINGS FOR DECEMBER 3,2023

First Reading:
Oh, that you would rend the heavens and come down, with the
mountains quaking before you. (Is 63:19)

Psalm:
Lord, make us turn to you; let us see your face and we shall be
saved. (Ps 80)

Second Reading:

The testimony to Christ was confirmed among you, so that you
are not lacking in any spiritual gift as you wait for the revelation
of our Lord Jesus Christ. (1 Cor 1:6-7)

Gospel:

“Watch, therefore; you do not know when the lord of the house
is coming.” (Mk 13:35)

READINGS FOR THE WEEK OF DECEMBER 3

Sun., Dec. 3 (First Sunday of Advent)

Is 63:16b-17, 19b; 64:2-7/Ps 80:2-3, 15-16, 18-19 (4)/1 Cor 1:3-9/
Mk 13:33-37

Mon., Dec. 4 (Saint John Damascene)

Is 2:1-5/Ps 122:1-2, 3-4b, 4cd-5, 6-7, 8-9/Mt 8:5-11

Tues., Dec. 5

Is 11:1-10/Ps 72:1-2, 7-8, 12-13, 17/Lk 10:21-24

Wed., Dec. 6 (Saint Nicholas)

Is 25:6-10a/Ps 23:1-3a, 3b-4, 5, 6/Mt 15:29-37

Thurs., Dec. 7 (Saint Ambrose)

Is 26:1-6/Ps 118:1 and 8-9, 19-21, 25-27a/Mt 7:21, 24-27

Fri., Dec. 8 (The Immaculate Conception of the Blessed
Virgin Mary, a Holy Day of Obligation)

Gn 3:9-15, 20/Ps 98:1, 2-3ab, 3cd-4/Eph 1:3-6, 11-12/Lk 1:26-38
Sat., Dec. 9 (Saint Juan Diego)

Is 30:19-21, 23-26/Ps 147:1-2, 3-4, 5-6/Mt 9:35—10:1, 5a, 6-8

Next Sun., Dec. 10 (Second Sunday of Advent)
Is 40:1-5, 9-11/Ps 85:9-10, 11-12, 13-14 (8)/2 Pt 3:8-14/Mk 1:1-8

REMEMBERING OUR LOVED ONES
DURING MASSES

Mass intentions for 2024 are being accepted on a first-
come, first-served basis ... kindly note these im-
portant guidelines. Please stop by the Parish Office dur-
ing business hours (8 a.m. to 5 p.m., Monday through
Friday) to reserve Masses. Requests may be made once
per quarter for up to four Masses for any available time in
2024. Only one intention per Mass is accepted. If a Mass
intention is for two individuals, both must be deceased
or both must be living, and both people must have the
same last name.

Sponsoring the flowers for the sanctuary (two pieces), or
the statues of Our Blessed Mary or Saint Joseph; or spon-
soring the sanctuary candle are all also readily available.
Please call the Parish Office at 650-588-1455 to check on
available weeks.

SPECIAL ADVENT MARIAN MISSION

Father Elias Mary of the Franciscan Friars of the
Immaculate will present “The Five Marian Stones
and the Triumph of Our Lady’s Inmaculate Heart:
The Marian Dogmas and Their Importance in the
Church and for the World” on three consecutive
evenings, Monday, December
11th, through Wednesday,
December 13th, at 6:30 p.m. in
the Church.

Each evening will conclude with
Benediction of the Most Blessed
Sacrament.

Brief conferences will also
follow the 8:30 a.m. Masses
on these dates.

Pray for our Beloved Deceased

In your prayers this week, please remember the repose of
the souls of all the recently deceased, especially:

Omar Torres - died November 15, 2023

“Eternal Rest Grant Unto Them, O Lord . ..”

In the Potter's Hand

Yet you, LORD, are our Father. We are the clay, you are the
potter; we are all the work of your hand. Isaiah 64:8

The puzzle is based on Psalm 100
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IN MEMORY OF ...

Flowers for Mary & Saint Joseph
are sponsored in memory of
Mr. & Mrs. Remigio & Rosita Bernabe

If you would like to sponsor the sanctuary candle or
flowers for the sanctuary, statue of Our Blessed Mother
or Saint Joseph, please contact the parish office.

PARISH GRIEF MINISTRY NEWS

Our Saint Veronica Parish community has reinstat-
ed Grief Ministry to provide spiritual support for
anyone that has experienced a personal loss.
Monthly support meetings will be held on the first
Tuesday of the month beginning in December.
Please call the Parish Office if you are interested in
joining the group or if you have any questions.
The first meeting is this Tuesday, December 5th,
from 4:00-5:00 p.m. in the Parish Office.

Everyone is welcome!

BREAKFAST WITH SANTA

When/Where: Saturday, December 9, from
9:30-11:30 a.m. in the Parish Center

Includes: Pictures with Santa, breakfast and
desserts

Don’t delay!: The reservation deadline has
been extended to Monday, December 4th (no
ticket sales at the door); reservations may be
dropped off at the Parish Office

Cost: Adults - $15.00; Children - $10.00
(please make checks
payable to Saint
Veronica School
Guild)

Thank you for
supporting our
Catholic School!
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IMMACULATE CONCEPTION
A HOLY DAY OF OBLIGATION

Masses on Friday, December 8th (the Immaculate
Conception of the Blessed Virgin Mary) will be
celebrated at 6:30 a.m., 8:30 a.m. and 6:30 p.m.

ADVENT GIVING OPPORTUNITIES

Thank you to everyone who contributed to the offering
on Thanksgiving Day - $3,531.00 was collected for our
Parish Saint Vincent de Paul Conference.

Please stop by the Giving Tree, which is located near the
statue of Saint Joseph, and pick up a tagor two ... gift
cards and gift items will all be needed! Please return
your wrapped gifts with the gift tag attached or your gift
card by Monday, December 18, to allow time for distribu-
tion. Gifts may be placed by the tree or dropped off at
the Parish Office. Gift cards may be placed in the offering
basket or dropped off at the Parish Office.

Through Saturday, December 23, our Parish Saint Vin-
cent de Paul Conference will also once again hold its
annual Advent non-perishable food
drive. In particular need at this time are
peanut butter and jelly, hot and cold Pt
cereals, canned fruit and pasta sauce. ot g

-
4
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It feels good to give! S

Thank you for supporting our . jvlfmf
Neighbors in Need! Giving Tree

ARCHDIOCESE OF SF EVENTS

Throughout Advent: The Office of Human Life and Dig-
nity will host the virtual Gabriel Project Advent Giving
Tree. Help make a different in the lives of women await-
ing the birth of their children by visiting https://
sfarch.org/gabriel-project-advent-tree/

Wednesday, December 13: 16th Annual Simbang Gabi
Commissioning Mass and Parol-Lighting Ceremony at
6:30 p.m., Saint Mary’s Cathedral. Him Eminence, Cardi-
nal Robert McElroy, will be the main celebrant.

Friday-Sunday, December 15-17: Women’s Retreat for
Healing after Abortion - this weekend retreat, held in
English and Spanish, will be led by Father Vito Perrone,
COSJ, and Father James Liebner, SVD. The event will be
held at a confidential location and will include Mass, the
Sacrament of Reconciliation and counseling. To sign up
or for details, visit www.sfarch.org/rachel, call 415-614-
5567 or email projectrachel@sfarch.org.
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@MARSHALL INC.
REAL ESTATE & PROPERTY MANAGEMENT DRE #02066937 !
Lucy Greco, Agent CalDre# 01880917
415-596-2430 « Lucygrecorealtor@gmail.com
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Talk is cheap - dialogue priceless
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Five minutes can change your life
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1500 Mission Rd.
650-756-2060
SAN RAFAEL
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www.holycrosscemeteries.com

MENLO PARK
Santa Cruz Ave.
650-323-6375
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LET'S GROW

YOUR BUSINESS

Place Your Ad Here
and Support Our Parish!

dhyde@4LPl come* (800) 950-9952 x5820

CONTACT ME
Dave Hyde

| ANEWSLETTER?

| Engaging, ad-supported
print and digital newsletters
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Scan to
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South San Francisco, CA 94080
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NEVER MISS

OUR BULLETIN!

SUBSCRIBE

Have our bulletin emailed
to you every week.
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