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CHURCH OF SAINT VERONICA 
CATHOLIC PARISH AND SCHOOL 

Established 1951 

VERONICA WIPES THE FACE OF JESUS 
“OFFERED HER VEIL” 
Legend states that as Christ was walking to Calvary, His face dripping with sweat and blood, Saint 
Veronica, a bystander, was moved with compassion. She approached Jesus and offered Him a cloth, 
likely her veil, which He accepted and used to wipe His face. The cloth is believed to exist today in 
the Vatican and is considered one of the most treasured relics of the Church. 

MASS SCHEDULE 
Saturdays: 8:30am & 6:00pm (Vigil) 
Sundays: 7:00, 8:30, 10:00, 11:30am (English); 1:30pm (Spanish) 
Monday - Friday: 6:30 & 8:30am 
Holy Days: 6:30, 8:30am, & 6:30pm 

CONFESSIONS 
Saturdays: 3:30 - 4:30pm (or by appointment) 

EUCHARISTIC ADORATION 
Monday - Friday: 9:00am - 12Noon (subject to change) 

PARISH OFFICE 
Monday - Friday: 8:00 am - 5:00pm 
434 Alida Way, South San Francisco, CA 94080 
Phone: 650-588-1455 | Fax: 650-588-1481 
www.stveronicassf.com 

SOCIAL MEDIA 
Livestream Mass on YouTube 

 @stveronicassf 

 saintveronicaparish.flocknote.com 
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MASS INTENTIONS 
FOR THE WEEK OF OCTOBER 15, 2023 
Sunday, 10/15 7:00am   †  Jenny Luz 
 8:30am   †  Eileen & Joe Hanna 
 10:00am       People of Saint Veronica 
 11:30am  † Jane Healey 
 1:30pm    † Brian Fernando Rosas Cargoza 

Monday, 10/16 6:30am       Milagros L. Aquino 
 8:30am   †  John & Peg Collins 

Tuesday,10/17 6:30am       Imelda de Dios 
 8:30am   †  Guillermo Boidon 

Wednesday, 10/18 6:30am   †  Alan R. Beers 
 8:30am   †  James Smith 

Thursday, 10/19 6:30am    †   Angelina Canares 
 8:30am   †  Lee Heise 

Friday, 10/20 6:30am   †  Francisco M. Aquino 
 8:30am   †  Peter Rapadas 

Saturday, 10/21 8:30am   †  Joe Kidd 
 6:00pm       Joe & Carmella Da San Martino 

OUR SCHOOL 
434 Alida Way 
South San Francisco, CA  
Phone: 650-589-3909 

    Principal 
    Mr. John Payne 

office@saintveronicassf.org  | www.saintveronicassf.org 

Our Philosophy  
Saint Veronica Catholic School is committed to the education of 
the whole person based on the teachings of Jesus Christ.  We 
promote and sustain the spiritual, moral, social, intellectual, 
physical, and emotional growth of each student. 

In partnership with the family, the primary educator, and in 
collaboration with the parish community, we strive to provide a 
quality education centered in a Catholic environment of peace, 
security, and love. 

We enable students to live their faith; become open, honest, and 
effective communicators; achieve their goals as active members of 
the community; and become responsible, lifelong learners.  

PARISH STAFF 
Pastor 
Father Patrick J. Driscoll  |  Ext. 106 

Parochial Vicar  
Father Oliver Ortese 

In Residence  
Father Gregory Heidenblut, O.S.A. 

Deacon 
Roger Beaudry  

Administrative Assistant 
Mary Martin  |  Ext. 101 

Bookkeeper 
Silvia Reyes |  Ext. 102 

Faith Formation Coordinator 
Karen Guglielmoni  |  Ext. 103 

Evangelization Coordinator 
Sandra Kearney 

Music Director 
Issa Stemler  |  707-840-9514 

Maintenance 
Juan Gutierrez 

Would you or someone you know like a visit 
from a priest? 
If you or someone you know would like a visit from 
one of our parish priests, please call the parish 
office at 650-588-1455 with the request, and the 
information will be passed along to the priests.  

GIVE ONLINE TODAY! 
Thank you to everyone who 
supports our parish! Visit our parish 
website for online giving 
information: 
www.stveronicassf.com 

IN SUPPORT OF OUR SCHOOL 

Our Saint Veronica Catholic School has partnered with Office 
Depot and Office Max  to raise funds for classroom supplies. 

Buy supplies - every eligible purchase made at Office Depot or 
Office Max of qualifying school supplies can help our school! 

Use our School ID number - 70013291 at checkout in store or 
online and Saint Veronica will receive 5% back in credit for 
supplies.  Visit https://www.saintveronicassf.org/school-
supplies for information. 

ADULT DAY SERVICES OFFERED 

Catholic Charities Carl Gellert and Celia Berta Gellert Founda-
tion Adult Day Services for San Mateo County seniors is a li-
censed program enhancing the quality of life for seniors and 
adults with disabilities who experiences losses in physical 
function, cognitive issues, memory or social support. 

For enrollment and other information, contact Program Direc-
tor Carmen Santoni at csantoni@CatholicCharitiesSF.org or 
650-592-9325. 

STEWARDSHIP 
FOR OCTOBER 7TH AND 8TH, 2023 
 

Due to the Columbus Day holiday, the offering totals for 
October 7th and 8th were not available at the bulletin 
deadline.  The offering totals will be published in the 
October 22nd bulletin. 



FROM THE DESK OF FATHER OLIVER 
 The result was that God then re-directed His 
invitation to the highways and street corners.  So here in 
this parable, the people in the highways and byways stand 
for the sinners and the Gentiles who never expected the 
invitation into the Kingdom of God:  the Americans, the 
Africans, the Asians, the Europeans!!  They were the late 
invitees. 

 The parable states how the Jews “seized God’s 
only Son, treated Him shamefully and killed Him” (v. 7).  
That the King was angry and sent his angels and 
destroyed those murderers and set fire to their city is 
some kind of euphemism.  This statement connects to the 
second parable (Matthew 22:11-14), which is about God’s 
judgment on sinners and those who refuse to do good in 
the world. 

Matthew 22:11-14 

 Dear Beloved in Christ, this parable has much 
deeper meanings for us Christians today. 

 First, it is a strong reminder to us that the 
invitation of God for us to follow Him and worship Him is 
an invitation to a feast, a banquet, a celebration, a 
beautiful life of adventure with God.  His invitation is to 
joy - a life of joy and happiness, not of gloomy spirituality.  
And so for us to think of Christianity as a gloomy giving up 
of everything which brings laughter and joy and sunshine 
and happiness is to misunderstand its nature and 
essence. 

 Second, this parable is teaching us that the things 
which make people deaf to the invitation of Christ are not 
necessarily bad in themselves.  In this parable, one man 
went to his estate, the other to his business.  They did not 
go off to live a life of drug dealing or prostitution.  They 
went off to their business empires.  And so it is with many 
of us today!  It is very easy to be busy with the things of 
the present and forget the  things of eternity or our 
spiritual lives. 

 Third, this parable is reminding all of us Christians 
of today’s world that the appeal of our Blessed Lord to 
humanity is not so much to consider how we will be 
punished for rejecting God’s invitation, but rather what 
we will miss if we do not accept His invitation and His way 
of doing things.  In the parable, those who could not come 
were punished, but their real tragedy was what they lost - 
the joy of the wedding feast.  Of course, those who are 
sinners will be punished at the end of their lives! 

 Today you are alive and have a great opportunity 
to embrace God’s invitation and enjoy a life of grace from 
God! 

28th Sunday in Ordinary Time 
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Joy and Judgment 

 We all enjoy going to parties - birthday parties, 
wedding parties, graduation parties, Christmas or Easter 
parties, and so on.  Today we are told that the people of 
the Holy Bible also attended and enjoyed parties. 

 In the first reading from the prophet Isaiah, we 
hear the story of a huge banquet which God Himself will 
give to His people.  The Great Banquet which will take 
place o the mountain of the Lord (Isaiah 25:6-10) reveals 
how relationship with God should be a celebration, a 
joyful relationship, a celebration of some sort!!  This great 
banquet parable of Isaiah is a very popular symbol in the 
Holy Bible.  The exit from Egypt happened in the context 
of a banquet - the Passover meal!  And so it is good to 
keep in mind that for the Israelites, and in general the 
people of the Middle East region and of course in all of 
humanity, a meal is a very common as well as powerful 
way of bringing people together. 

 Meal times are not just moments to eat and drink 
and then walk away - meal times are moments for deep 
family interactions, times for making friendships, making 
a deal, becoming acquainted, making plans, talking 
business, and sometimes saying good bye.  Indeed we do 
a lot of things during meal times beside eating food and 
drinking some good wines.  Meals, parties and banquets 
do a lot in creating relationships. 

 Could this have been the reason our Blessed Lord 
Jesus built His religion of Christianity around a meal - the 
Eucharist? 

The Judgment Day and Joy (Matthew 22:1-14) 

 This parable of our Lord Jesus in today’s Mass is 
very similar to that of last Sunday’s parable on the master 
and workers in his vineyard.  Again it is about lost 
opportunities and much more.  It is also about the 
judgment day.  There are two separate parables here in 
our Gospel today.  Matthew 22:1-10 is one parable while 
Matthew 22:11-14 is a slightly different parable. 

Matthew 22:1-10 

 In our contemporary society we are all very 
familiar with invitations to attend wedding parties.  The 
people of the Bible also celebrated wedding parties.  So 
here is a parable with a very local meaning for the primary 
listeners of the parable.  It is primarily an accusation Jesus 
was directing at the Jews who were God’s first love.  They 
are the first invited guests who, when the time came for 
the event, refused God’s invitation.  They had been invited 
by God - made a chosen people - yet when God came into 
the world in His Son Jesus Christ, they rejected Him.  They 
blatantly rejected His message and refused to follow Him.  



READINGS FOR THE WEEK 
SUNDAY READINGS FOR  OCTOBER 15, 2023 
First Reading: 
The Lord GOD will wipe away the tears from every face. (Is 25:8) 
 

Psalm: 
I shall live in the house of the Lord all the days of my life. (Ps 23) 
 

Second Reading: 
 I have learned the secret of being well fed and of going hungry, 
of living in abundance and of being in need.  I can do all things 
in Him who strengthens me. (Phil 4:12-13) 
 

Gospel: 
“Go out, therefore, into the main roads and invite to the feast 
whomever you find.” (Mt 22:9) 

READINGS FOR THE WEEK OF OCTOBER 15 
 

Sun., Oct. 15 (28th Sunday in Ordinary Time) 
Is 25:6-10a/Ps 23:1-3a, 3b-4, 5, 6 (6cd)/Phil 4:12-14, 19-20/ 
Mt 22:1-14 or 22:1-10 
 

Rom 1:1-7/Ps 98:1, 2-3ab, 3cd-4/Lk 11:29-32     
 

Tues., Oct. 17 (Saint Ignatius of Antioch) 
Rom 1:16-25/Ps 19:2-3, 4-5/Lk 11:37-41      
 

Wed., Oct. 18 (Saint Luke) 
2 Tm 4:10-17b/Ps 145:10-11, 12-13, 17-18/Lk 10:1-9      
 

Thurs., Oct. 19 (Saints John de Brébeuf & Isaac Jogues) 
Rom 3:21-30/Ps 130:1b-2, 3-4, 5-6ab/Lk 11:47-54   
 

Fri., Oct. 20 (Saint Paul of the Cross) 
Rom 4:1-8/Ps 32:1b-2, 5, 11/Lk 12:1-7    
 

Sat., Oct. 21  
Rom 4:13, 16-18/Ps 105:6-7, 8-9, 42-43/Lk 12:8-12   
 

Next Sun., Oct. 22 (29th Sunday in Ordinary Time) 
 Is 45:1, 4-6/Ps 96:1, 3, 4-5, 7-8, 9-10 (7b)/1 Thes 1:1-5b/Mt 22:15-
21  
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BETHLEHEM ARTWORKS TO VISIT 
OUR PARISH OCTOBER 14-15 
Beautiful hand-made olive wood religious articles made 
by Catholic families in Bethlehem and Jerusalem will be on 
sale October 14th and 15th after all the masses.  Bethlehem 
Artworks is an organization that provides assistance to more 
than 100 plus suffering families each week. 

Please stop by our tables and take a look at our beautiful 
handmade rosaries, statues, crosses and nativities. They will 
make a wonderful present for family and friends or an oppor-
tunity to add a beautiful hand-carved religious item for your 
home to be cherished through generations.  

The religious articles are made by the suffering Christian fami-
lies in the Holy Land, and are their means of spreading the 
word of Jesus, a goal that began two thousand years ago. 

The population in the Holy Land has dropped from over 20% 
to under 1%.  Crafting the religious articles is the primary 
means for providing for the livelihood of Christian families in 
the Holy Land.  Please visit our website for more infor-
mation www.bethlehemartworks.com  

REMEMBERING LOVED ONES 
AT SAINT VERONICA 
Our Parish offered several ways to remember loved 
ones, living and deceased. 

Limited Mass intentions for 2023 are still available, 
though quickly filling up.  Stay tuned for the open-
ing date for 2024 Mass intentions! 

Sponsoring the flowers for the sanctuary (two piec-
es), or the statues of Our Blessed Mary or Saint Jo-
seph; or sponsoring the sanctuary candle are also 
readily available.  Please call the Parish Office at 650
-588-1455 to check on available weeks. 

WHY DO CATHOLICS DO THAT? 
Q) Why do Catholics pray the rosary? 

A) The rosary is a meditative prayer meant to help 
the one praying reflect upon Scripture and the life of 
Christ and his mother. The rosary’s two primary 
prayers — the “Our Father” and the “Hail Mary” — 
are both taken directly from sacred Scripture, 
though of course the “Hail Mary” also includes an 
additional line: “Holy Mary, Mother of God, pray for 
us sinners, now and at the hour of our death.” The 
rosary has long been acknowledged as a powerful 
tool for entering more deeply into truly biblical 
prayer and for understanding the meaning of the 
great mysteries of our Lord’s life. 

- www.thecatholicspirit.com 

http://www.bethlehemartworks.com/
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ENROLLMENT INFORMATION 
Saint Veronica Catholic School:  Inquiries about enrolling in 
our Parish School may be directed to the school office at 650-
589-3909. 

Saint Veronica Faith Formation:  For inquiries about enrol-
ling in our Parish Faith Formation program (for children who 
attend public school) or about our Parish Confirmation pro-
gram, contact Karen Guglielmoni at the parish office. 

For inquiries about the Rite of Christian Initiation (RCIA) for 
unbaptized adults or adults who wish to be confirmed, please 
call the parish office at 650-588-1455 and leave a message for 
the RCIA coordinator. 

ADSF UPCOMING EVENTS 
Friday, October 20:  The annual White Mass for medical 
professionals will be at held at Mater Dolorosa Church, 
307 Willow Ave., SSF, at 6:00 p.m.  All medical profes-
sionals and their families are invited to the Mass, which 
will be celebrated by Archbishop Cordileone. 

Saturday, October 21:  Together in Holiness - The sev-
enth annual Catholic Marriage Enrichment Conference 
will be held from 10:45 a.m. - 6:00 p.m. at Immaculate 
Heart of Mary Parish in Belmont.   In addition to work-
shops and lunch, Archbishop Cordileone will celebrate 
the 5:00 p.m. Vigil Mass and offer a Marriage Blessing. To 
register, visit https://forlifeandfamily.org/events/th23-
sfca/ - registration deadline is Thursday, October 19, at 
noon PDT. 

Saturday, October 28:  Women’s Retreat for Healing 
after Abortion - this one-day retreat in Spanish will be led 
by Father Armando Gutierrez and Father James Liebner, 
SVD.  The event will be held at a confidential location 
and will  include Mass, the Sacrament of Reconciliation 
and counseling.  To sign up or for details, visit 
www.sfarch.org/rachel, call 415-614-5567 or email pro-
jectrachel@sfarch.org. 

Saturday, November 4:  “Talitha Koum” Faith For-
mation Conference at Saint Matthew Church in San 
Mateo.  For workshop information and to register, visit 
www.faithformationsf.org.  All are welcome to attend! 

Saturday, November 18:  Memorial Mass and Healing 
Liturgy for Miscarriage and Infant Loss will be held at 10 
a.m. at Saint Dominic Church, 2390 Bush Street, SF.  Fa-
ther Vito Perrone, COSJ, will be the celebrant. 

Friday-Sunday, December 15-17:  Women’s Retreat for 
Healing after Abortion - this weekend retreat, held in 
English and Spanish, will be led by Father Vito Perrone, 
COSJ,  and Father James Liebner, SVD.  The event will be 
held at a confidential location and will include Mass, the 
Sacrament of Reconciliation and counseling.  To sign up 
or for details, visit www.sfarch.org/rachel, call 415-614-
5567 or email  projectrachel@sfarch.org. 

PRAY TO END ABORTION 
Parishioners from Saint Veronica and surrounding parishes 
will once again be praying to stop abortions in front of Planned 
Parenthood on Grand Ave., now through Tuesday, December 
12 (Our Lady of Guadalupe).  Contact Mary at 650-219-6689 for 
more information and to sign up. 

BAPTISMS AT SAINT VERONICA 
Baptisms are available for active, registered Saint 
Veronica parishioners. 

Please call the parish office at 650-588-1455 for       
information about baptisms at our parish. 

NATIONAL EUCHARISTIC REVIVAL 
The Catholic Church in the United States is in the “Parish Year” 
of the National Eucharistic Revival, which began in June 2023 
and will culminate on Pentecost 2024, leading up to the Na-
tional Eucharistic Congress in Indianapolis on July 17-21, 2024. 

Between Pentecost (May 19, 2024) and the start of the Con-
gress, four pilgrimages to Indianapolis will take place, includ-
ing one beginning in San Francisco.  For  information about the 
Eucharistic Revival and the pilgrimages, visit https://
sfarch.org/eucharistic-revival/. 

At the parish level, Saint Veronica offers the opportunity to 
pray and reflect before the Blessed Sacrament during Eucha-
ristic Adoration each weekday following the 8:30 a.m. Mass 
until 12 noon (subject to change due to funeral Masses; please 
call the office for scheduling changes). 

What better way to thank God for sacrificing His Son, Jesus 
Christ, to sanctify and save us than by spending time with Him 
in Adoration! 

Pray for our Beloved Deceased 
In your prayers this week, please remember the repose of 

the souls of all the recently deceased, especially: 

Lorraine Musgrave - died Sept. 30, 2023 

Father Ed Bohnert - died Oct. 8, 2023 
(Saint Veronica Pastor 2002-2008) 

“Eternal Rest Grant Unto Them, O Lord . . .” 


