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CHURCH OF SAINT VERONICA 
CATHOLIC PARISH AND SCHOOL 

Established 1951 

VERONICA WIPES THE FACE OF JESUS 
“OFFERED HER VEIL” 
Legend states that as Christ was walking to Calvary, His face dripping with sweat and blood, Saint 
Veronica, a bystander, was moved with compassion. She approached Jesus and offered Him a cloth, 
likely her veil, which He accepted and used to wipe His face. The cloth is believed to exist today in 
the Vatican and is considered one of the most treasured relics of the Church. 

MASS SCHEDULE 
Saturdays: 8:30am & 6:00pm (Vigil) 
Sundays: 7:00, 8:30, 10:00, 11:30am (English); 1:30pm (Spanish) 
Monday - Friday: 6:30 & 8:30am 
Holy Days: 6:30, 8:30am, & 6:30pm 

CONFESSIONS 
Saturdays: 3:30 - 4:30pm (or by appointment) 

EUCHARISTIC ADORATION 
Monday - Friday: 9:00am - 12Noon (subject to change) 

PARISH OFFICE 
Monday - Friday: 8:00 am - 5:00pm 
434 Alida Way, South San Francisco, CA 94080 
Phone: 650-588-1455 | Fax: 650-588-1481 
www.stveronicassf.com 

SOCIAL MEDIA 
Livestream Mass on YouTube 

 @stveronicassf 

 saintveronicaparish.flocknote.com 
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MASS INTENTIONS 
FOR THE WEEK OF OCTOBER 1, 2023 
Sunday, 10/01 7:00am   †  Gloria Scherpf 
 8:30am   †  Ramona Blagg 
 10:00am       People of Saint Veronica 
 11:30am  † Anthony Micallef 
 1:30pm       Teresa Cobian 

Monday, 10/02 6:30am   †  Joseph Ares 
 8:30am   †  Fortunata & Stefano Paolinette 

Tuesday,10/03 6:30am   †  Jose Portacio 
 8:30am   †  Ceferina & Gerardo Martin 

Wednesday, 10/04 6:30am   †  Howard Connolly 
 8:30am   †  Frank Razo 

Thursday, 10/05 6:30am       Tom Wehner 
 8:30am   †  Vincenzo Chiodo 

Friday, 10/06 6:30am       Paul & Micheline Beaudry 
 8:30am   †  Edgardo Torres 

Saturday, 10/07 8:30am   †  Erlita Nazareno 
 6:00pm   †  Renan Abarquez 

OUR SCHOOL 
434 Alida Way 
South San Francisco, CA  
Phone: 650-589-3909 

    Principal 
    Mr. John Payne 

office@saintveronicassf.org  | www.saintveronicassf.org 

Our Philosophy  
Saint Veronica Catholic School is committed to the education of 
the whole person based on the teachings of Jesus Christ.  We 
promote and sustain the spiritual, moral, social, intellectual, 
physical, and emotional growth of each student. 

In partnership with the family, the primary educator, and in 
collaboration with the parish community, we strive to provide a 
quality education centered in a Catholic environment of peace, 
security, and love. 

We enable students to live their faith; become open, honest, and 
effective communicators; achieve their goals as active members of 
the community; and become responsible, lifelong learners.  

PARISH STAFF 
Pastor 
Father Patrick J. Driscoll  |  Ext. 106 

Parochial Vicar  
Father Oliver Ortese 

In Residence  
Father Gregory Heidenblut, O.S.A. 

Deacon 
Roger Beaudry  

Administrative Assistant 
Mary Martin  |  Ext. 101 

Bookkeeper 
Please call the office |  Ext. 102 

Faith Formation Coordinator 
Karen Guglielmoni  |  Ext. 103 

Evangelization Coordinator 
Sandra Kearney 

Music Director 
Issa Stemler  |  707-840-9514 

Maintenance 
Juan Gutierrez 

Would you or someone you know like a visit 
from a priest? 
If you or someone you know would like a visit from 
one of our parish priests, please call the parish 
office at 650-588-1455 with the request, and the 
information will be passed along to the priests.  

GIVE ONLINE TODAY! 
Thank you to everyone who 
supports our parish! Visit our parish 
website for online giving 
information: 
www.stveronicassf.com 

IN SUPPORT OF OUR SCHOOL 

Our Saint Veronica Catholic School has partnered with Office 
Depot and Office Max  to raise funds for classroom supplies. 

Buy supplies - every eligible purchase made at Office Depot or 
Office Max of qualifying school supplies can help our school! 

Use our School ID number - 70013291 at checkout in store or 
online and Saint Veronica will receive 5% back in credit for 
supplies.  Visit https://www.saintveronicassf.org/school-
supplies for information. 

ADULT DAY SERVICES OFFERED 

Catholic Charities Carl Gellert and Celia Berta Gellert Founda-
tion Adult Day Services for San Mateo County seniors is a li-
censed program enhancing the quality of life for seniors and 
adults with disabilities who experiences losses in physical 
function, cognitive issues, memory or social support. 

For enrollment and other information, contact Program Direc-
tor Carmen Santoni at csantoni@CatholicCharitiesSF.org or 
650-592-9325. 

STEWARDSHIP 
FOR SEPTEMBER 23RD AND 24TH, 2023 

1st Offering $6,815.93 

2nd Offering (ADSF Priests’ 
Retirement Fund) 

$3,012.00 



FROM THE DESK OF FATHER OLIVER 
loyalty to this Country not so much by attending 
parties on July 4th and expressing sentiments in 
family speeches but more by fulfilling all the 
responsibilities of citizenship such as voting, 
paying taxes, and doing our assigned duties 
conscientiously. We show our loyalty to our friends 
not by words but by standing by them in good 
times and bad. Our lives more than our words 
show what we really believe. 

 Secondly, in all of us there is a gap between 
what we profess and how we actually live.  With the 
great Apostle Saint Paul, all of us can say in today’s 
second reading that Jesus is Lord. But is Jesus 
really the Lord of our life?  Our work, our financial 
life, our sexual life, our social life, our professional 
life, our private life, or family life?  This, dearly 
beloved in Christ, is what true conversion is 
actually all about. So, whenever we speak about 
“conversion,” what we usually mean is: someone 
joining our church!! True conversion is deeper than 
joining a church or any religious group as the case 
may be. Embracing Christ and being of good heart 
intrinsically and changing our entire lifestyle from 
sin to Holiness of life is indeed true conversion. And 
this often takes time, it does not happen overnight:  
it takes time to let Jesus truly become Lord of our 
lives. 

 Thirdly, this brief Parable of the Lord Jesus 
about the father and his two sons is a Parable of 
high consolation and of deep challenge to us. The 
example of the second son who said “no” but 
thought better of it and then went ahead to do the 
work in his fathers’ Vineyard teaches us a 
significant lesson about life – that a person’s “no” 
can become a “yes” sometimes, for all kinds of 
reasons best known to them. Some people often 
would distance themselves from the Lord and from 
the Church. Then at some point in their life, they 
would gradually and slowly find their way back to 
God and work in his Vineyard. In such a case their 
“no” becomes a “yes” (Saint Luke 15: 11-32). The 
life of Saint Augustine of Hippo serves as a great 
example here as well as Saint Paul; the great 
apostle to the gentiles. 

 Let us today examine ourselves; Is our “yes” 
to God to worship and serve Him in His Church a 
“yes” to the end of our lives or only temporary? 
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 The simplicity of the Parable in Matthew 
21:28-32 is amazing! It is a story we can understand 
– especially the parents and grandparents. A father 
has two sons and tells them to work on his 
vineyard. The son says, “I am on my way” but never 
shows up. We can, at best, imagine how 
disappointed and angry the father could have 
been. However, the second son is very clear with 
his father in refusal: “no dad … I’m too busy”, but 
then he thought better of it and goes ahead to 
work in his father’s vineyard! We can all appreciate 
the father’s love and forgiveness to the son who 
followed through to the end. 

 And so, there is an English adage “Actions 
speak louder than words.”  This is so true of this 
parable story. It brings out the difference between 
words and actions.  We know people who are 
excellent with theatrics, rhetoric and promises but 
seem to disappear when it comes to performance 
and action. Something always seems to come up!!!  
They may have a thousand excuses for not 
performing their required duty. 

 Our Blessed Lord addresses this Parable to 
the Pharisees and Scribes who were very 
meticulous about obedience to the law but whose 
daily living did not show mercy and compassion to 
their fellow human beings as required by God. They 
can be likened to the first son. Their words say 
“yes” but their lives say “no.”  Then there were the 
outcasts in their society who lived in sin, who, 
however, due to the call of John the Baptist to 
repentance, they changed from the bad and sinful 
ways. These were the ones who initially said “no” 
to God, but who now embraced the Kingdom of 
God. Like the second son in the Parable, they 
ended up doing the will of God!!! 
This Parable can be applied in different ways.  We 
can apply it to ourselves in 3 different ways as well.  

 First, how we actually live our lives shows 
clearly to everyone around us what we really 
believe and to what we are really faithful.  A person 
may be able to articulate a perfect faith in 
Christianity and attend masses but live as though 
he or she were an atheist. The best evidence of 
what we really believe is how we lead our lives. 
Spouses show genuine love to one another not so 
much but by actions. This is why a wife or husband 
may often complain that:  “You keep telling me – I 
love you every day, but I don’t see it in your 
actions!!”  Citizens of the United States show their 



READINGS FOR THE WEEK 
SUNDAY READINGS FOR  OCTOBER 1, 2023 
First Reading: 
But if he turns from the wickedness he has committed, he 
does what is right and just, he shall preserve his life. (Ez 
18:27) 
 

Psalm: 
Remember your mercies, O Lord. (Ps 25) 
 

Second Reading: 
Have in you the same attitude that is also in Christ Jesus. 
(Phil 2:5) 
 

Gospel: 
Jesus said to them, “Amen, I say to you, tax collectors and 
prostitutes are entering the kingdom of God before 
you.” (Mt 21:31) 

Readings for the week of October 1, 2023 
 

Sun., Oct. 1 (26th Sunday in Ordinary Time) 
Ez 18:25-28/Ps 25:4-5, 6-7, 8-9, (6a)/Phil 2:1-11 or 2:1-5/Mt 21:28-
32  
 

Mon., Oct. 2 (The Holy Guardian Angels) 
Zec 8:1-8/Ps 102:16-18, 19-21, 29 and 22-23/Mt 18:1-5, 10    
 

Tues., Oct. 3 
Zec 8:20-23/Ps 87:1b-3, 4-5, 6-7/Lk 9:51-56    
 

Wed., Oct. 4 (Saint Francis of Assisi) 
Neh 2:1-8/Ps 137:1-2, 3, 4-5, 6/Lk 9:57-62    
 

Thurs., Oct. 5 (Saint Faustina; Bl. Francis Xavier Seelos) 
Neh 8:1-4a, 5-6, 7b-12/Ps 19:8, 9, 10, 11/Lk 10:1-12    
 

Fri., Oct. 6 (Saint Bruno; Bl. Marie Rose Durocher) 
Bar 1:15-22/Ps 79:1b-2, 3-5, 8, 9/Lk 10:13-16    
 

Sat., Oct. 7 (Our Lady of the Rosary) 
 Bar 4:5-12, 27-29/Ps 69:33-35, 36-37/Lk 10:17-24  
 

Next Sun., Oct. 8 (27th Sunday in Ordinary Time) 
 Is 5:1-7/Ps 80:9, 12, 13-14, 15-16, 19-20 (Isaiah 5:7a)/Phil 4:6-9/
Mt 21:33-43  
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To register, please visit https://forms.gle/22BXreasuJTXFAeq5  

Golf & dinner - $150; Golf only - $110; Dinner only - $40. 

BETHLEHEM ARTWORKS OCT. 14-15 
Beautiful hand-made olive wood religious articles made 
by Catholic families in Bethlehem and Jerusalem will be on 
sale October 14th and 15th after all the masses.  Bethlehem 
Artworks is an organization that provides assistance to more 
than 100 plus suffering families each week. 

Please stop by our tables and take a look at our beautiful 
handmade rosaries, statues, crosses and nativities. They will 
make a wonderful present for family and friends or an oppor-
tunity to add a beautiful hand-carved religious item for your 
home to be cherished through generations.  

The religious articles are made by the suffering Christian fami-
lies in the Holy Land, and are their means of spreading the 
word of Jesus, a goal that began two thousand years ago. 

The population in the Holy Land has dropped from over 20% 
to under 1%.  Crafting the religious articles is the primary 
means for providing for the livelihood of Christian families in 
the Holy Land.  Please visit our website for more infor-
mation www.bethlehemartworks.com  

https://forms.gle/22BXreasuJTXFAeq5
http://www.bethlehemartworks.com/
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2023-24 ENROLLMENT 
Saint Veronica Catholic School:  Our Parish School 
continues to accept enrollment for the 2023-24 school 
year.  Please call  the school office at 650-589-3909. 

Saint Veronica Faith Formation  - classes have begun!  
Please contact our parish Faith Formation Coordinator, 
Karen Guglielmoni, at 650-588-1455 x 103 or kgugliel-
moni@stveronicassf.com for information. 

Our parish is privileged to host the Archdiocese’s classes 
for children with Special Needs who would like to pre-
pare for first Communion or Confirmation.  Classes for 
our Special Needs students have also started. 

For adults, our parish offers the Rite of Christian Initia-
tion for Adults (RCIA) for those who would like to be-
come Catholic or for those who are baptized in a Chris-
tian faith but have not received the Sacraments of Con-
firmation or Communion.  Call the parish office at 650-
588-1455 to learn about the RCIA process. 

ADSF UPCOMING EVENTS 
Sunday, October 7:  the 13th Annual Rosary Rally will be 
held in San Francisco.  Join Archbishop Cordileone on 
the Feast of Our Lady of the Rosary beginning at Saint 
Mary’s Cathedral at 9:30 a.m. (Mass at 10:00 a.m.) fol-
lowed by a Eucharistic Procession to Saint Boniface 
Church (0.8 miles) and recitation of the Rosary, Chaplet 
of Divine Mercy and Benediction.  Visit https://
www.sfarch.org/event/rosary-rally/ for information. 

Friday, October 20:  The annual White Mass for medical 
professionals will be at held at Mater Dolorosa Church, 
307 Willow Ave., South San Francisco, at 6:00 p.m.  All 
medical professionals and their families are invited to 
the Mass, which will be celebrated by Archbishop 
Cordileone. 

Saturday, October 28:  Women’s Retreat for Healing 
after Abortion - this one-day retreat in Spanish will be led 
by Father Armando Gutierrez and Father James Liebner, 
SVD.  The event will be held at a confidential location 
and will  include Mass, the Sacrament of Reconciliation 
and counseling.  To sign up or for details, visit 
www.sfarch.org/rachel, call 415-614-5567 or email pro-
jectrachel@sfarch.org. 

Saturday, November 4:  “Talitha Koum” Faith For-
mation Conference at Saint Matthew Church in San 
Mateo.  For workshop information and to register, visit 
www.faithformationsf.org.  All are welcome to attend! 

Saturday, November 18:  Memorial Mass and Healing 
Liturgy for Miscarriage and Infant Loss will be held at 10 
a.m. at Saint Dominic Church, 2390 Bush Street, SF.  Fa-
ther Vito Perrone, COSJ, will be the celebrant. 

Friday-Sunday, December 15-17:  Women’s Retreat for 
Healing after Abortion - this weekend retreat, held in 
English and Spanish, will be led by Father Vito Perrone, 
COSJ,  and Father James Liebner, SVD.  The event will be 
held at a confidential location and will include Mass, the 
Sacrament of Reconciliation and counseling.  To sign up 
or for details, visit www.sfarch.org/rachel, call 415-614-
5567 or email  projectrachel@sfarch.org. 

PRAY TO END ABORTION 
Parishioners from Saint Veronica and surrounding parishes 
will once again be praying to stop abortions in front of Planned 
Parenthood on Grand Ave., now through Tuesday, December 
12 (Our Lady of Guadalupe).  Contact Mary at 650-219-6689 for 
more information and to sign up. 

THE TRANSITUS 
of Saint Francis of Assisi 
 

Tuesday, October 3, 2023, 7:00 p.m. at OLA  
Please join the Secular Franciscans as we honor our be-
loved Saint Francis and commemorate his Transitus 
from earthly life to eternal life. The prayer service will 
include a candlelight procession, hymns, scripture with 
Saint Francis readings, and a renewal of the Saint Francis 
way of life - from Gospel to Life to Gospel!  The service will 
be held at Our Lady of Angels Catholic Church in Burlin-
game (1721 Hillside Drive) followed by refreshments in 
the adjacent Hall of Saints.  ALL are welcome! 

BAPTISMS AT SAINT VERONICA 
Baptisms are available for active, registered Saint 
Veronica parishioners. 

Please call the parish office at 650-588-1455 for 
information about baptisms at our parish. 

Pray for our Beloved Deceased 
In your prayers this week, please remember the repose of 

the souls of all the recently deceased, especially: 

Gerard Morel - died September 12, 2023 
“Eternal Rest Grant Unto Them, O Lord . . .” 


