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CHURCH OF SAINT VERONICA 
CATHOLIC PARISH AND SCHOOL 

Established 1951 

VERONICA WIPES THE FACE OF JESUS 
“OFFERED HER VEIL” 
Legend states that as Christ was walking to Calvary, His face dripping with sweat and blood, Saint 
Veronica, a bystander, was moved with compassion. She approached Jesus and offered Him a cloth, 
likely her veil, which He accepted and used to wipe His face. The cloth is believed to exist today in 
the Vatican and is considered one of the most treasured relics of the Church. 

MASS SCHEDULE 
Saturdays: 8:30am & 6:00pm (Vigil) 
Sundays: 7:00, 8:30, 10:00, 11:30am (English); 1:30pm (Spanish) 
Monday - Friday: 6:30 & 8:30am 
Holy Days: 6:30, 8:30am, & 6:30pm 

CONFESSIONS 
Saturdays: 3:30 - 4:30pm (or by appointment) 

EUCHARISTIC ADORATION 
Monday - Friday: 9:00am - 12Noon (subject to change) 

PARISH OFFICE 
Monday - Friday: 8:00 am - 5:00pm 
434 Alida Way, South San Francisco, CA 94080 
Phone: 650-588-1455 | Fax: 650-588-1481 
www.stveronicassf.com 

SOCIAL MEDIA 
Livestream Mass on YouTube 

 @stveronicassf 

 saintveronicaparish.flocknote.com 
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MASS INTENTIONS 
FOR THE WEEK OF SEPTEMBER 3, 2023 
Sunday, 9/03 7:00am   †   Caridad Meren 
 8:30am   †   John & Peg Collins 
 10:00am         People of Saint Veronica 
 11:30am         Hazel Cota 
 1:30pm    †   Oscar Tomasino 

Monday, 9/04 6:30am   †   Jim Smith 
 8:30am   †   Gianfranco Andreazzi 

Tuesday, 9/05 6:30am          Art & Marilou Faro 
 8:30am   †   Ceferina & Gerardo Martin 

Wednesday, 9/06 6:30am   †   Howard Connolly 
 8:30am   †   Nan Scarpino 

Thursday, 9/07 6:30am   †   Pacita Arguelles 
 8:30am   †   Jane Healey 

Friday, 9/08 6:30am        Devin Villamejor 
 8:30am   †   Lourdes Martin 

Saturday, 9/09 6:30am   †   Edgardo Torres 
 8:30am   †   John & Peg Collins 

OUR SCHOOL 
434 Alida Way 
South San Francisco, CA  
P: 650-589-3909 

STEWARDSHIP 
FOR AUGUST 26TH AND 27TH, 2023 

1st Offering $5,985.00 

2nd Offering (Maintenance) $2,558.00 

GIVE ONLINE TODAY! 
Thank you to everyone who 
supports our parish! Visit our parish 
website for online giving 
information: 

www.stveronicassf.com 

    Principal 
    Mr. John Payne 

office@saintveronicassf.org  | www.saintveronicassf.org 

Our Philosophy  
Saint Veronica Catholic School is committed to the education of 
the whole person based on the teachings of Jesus Christ.  We 
promote and sustain the spiritual, moral, social, intellectual, 
physical, and emotional growth of each student. 

In partnership with the family, the primary educator, and in 
collaboration with the parish community, we strive to provide a 
quality education centered in a Catholic environment of peace, 
security, and love. 

We enable students to live their faith; become open, honest, and 
effective communicators; achieve their goals as active members of 
the community; and become responsible, lifelong learners.  

PARISH STAFF 
Pastor 
Father Patrick J. Driscoll  |  Ext. 106 

Parochial Vicar  
Father Oliver Ortese 

In Residence  
Father Gregory Heidenblut, O.S.A. 

Deacon 
Roger Beaudry  

Administrative Assistant 
Mary Martin  |  Ext. 101 

Bookkeeper 
Silvia Reyes  |  Ext. 102 

Faith Formation Coordinator 
Karen Guglielmoni  |  Ext. 103 

Evangelization Coordinator 
Sandra Kearney 

Music Director 
Issa Stemler  |  707-840-9514 

Maintenance 
Juan Gutierrez 

Would you or someone you know like a visit 
from a priest? 
If you or someone you know would like a visit 
from one of our parish priests, please call the 
parish office at 650-588-1455 with the request, 
and the information will be passed along to the 
priests.  

IN SUPPORT OF OUR SCHOOL 

Our Saint Veronica Catholic School has partnered with Office 
Depot and Office Max  to raise funds for classroom supplies. 

Buy supplies - every eligible purchase made at Office Depot or 
Office Max of qualifying school supplies can help our school! 

Use our School ID number - 70013291 at checkout in store or 
online and Saint Veronica will receive 5% back in credit for 
supplies.  Visit https://www.saintveronicassf.org/school-
supplies for information. 

ADULT DAY SERVICES OFFERED 

Catholic Charities Carl Gellert and Celia Berta Gellert Founda-
tion Adult Day Services for San Mateo County seniors is a li-
censed program enhancing the quality of life for seniors and 
adults with disabilities who experiences losses in physical 
function, cognitive issues, memory or social support. 

For enrollment and other information, contact Program Direc-
tor Carmen Santoni at csantoni@CatholicCharitiesSF.org or 
650-592-9325. 



FROM THE PASTOR’S DESK 
 We can never 
fully understand the 
"why" of suffering even 
though we know the 
experience of it.  Our 
Blessed Lord also did 
not escape this reality of 
human life that came 
about as a result of the 
sin of Adam and Eve  
Like Jesus, we also must say 
“not as I will but as You will”. 

 If there is a cross that God allows in our lives --
- be it the loss of a loved one, the loss of a job or 
loneliness, or physical or emotional illness or a 
hardship for those we love, disappointments --- 
whatever it may be, if we remain united to Jesus, He 
will help us carry it.  In that union with Him on the 
cross our suffering becomes His suffering and His 
suffering opens heaven. We then are able to put to 
good use the difficulties we encounter in our lives. 
We don’t waste them. 

 In all of this our Blessed Lord is announcing a 
pattern that we can say is another lesson of today’s 
Gospel: the Cross leads somewhere; it accomplishes 
something. It is not an end in itself; it is not suffering 
simply for the sake of suffering.  The Cross has a 
purpose; it is part of a pattern. 

 And this is the pattern of our Christian life. 
We are dying to our old self, to this world, to our sins, 
to those things that take us away from happiness in 
God. 

 At the same time, with the cross we are rising 
to new life, living in and, at the same time, always 
rising to the Kingdom of God. We are becoming 
victorious over sin, over the emptiness and sadness 
that comes from not accepting and living fully in 
God’s graces.   So the cross brings life; it is a prelude 
to growth. 

 We are loved and whatever the difficulties 
may be in our lives, love itself, in all its fullness, 
awaits us for it is God Himself who awaits us.  God is 
love. 

FR. DRISCOLL 
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 Today’s Gospel passage (Mt.16:21-27) 
continues this interaction between Jesus and His 
Apostles that was part of last week's Gospel passage. 

 We will recall from last week that Peter had 
proclaimed that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of the 
Living God.  Jesus affirmed Peter in his proclamation 
and faith. Now He shares with the disciples that He 
must suffer and die. 

 For sure, the Apostles must have been 
dumbfounded, confused, shocked and distressed.  In 
Peter’s case he would not accept that Jesus must 
suffer and die. He rejected it. 

 While Peter was correct in calling Jesus the 
Son of the Living God --- he was not correct in his 
understanding of what that meant. Peter fell back to 
his own human notions and not the truth from God --
- and this even though Jesus has revealed to the 
Apostles what He must do. 

 In His love, our Lord rebukes Peter. He 
corrects him and in this our Lord teaches us a couple 
of lessons as well. 

 One of those lessons is that when it comes to 
the truth about Jesus, the truth about life, the truth 
about God, we always should turn to God in prayer 
for enlightenment and use the gift of the Holy Spirit 
who guides the Church in teaching us about our Lord.  
He has not left us alone to fend for ourselves nor 
should we ever try to do so. 

 We have Sacred Scripture, many catechisms, 
and the writings of the saints to help us reflect on the 
truths of God. 

 Perhaps since last week’s Gospel some have 
had the grace to reflect more deeply on what one’s 
own reply is to the question that was posed by our 
Blessed Lord: Who do you say that I am?   Along with 
this question, our Lord’s words in today’s Gospel 
direct us also to ask of ourselves what it means deny 
to oneself and take up our cross. 

 These two questions are intimately related.  
Jesus is God.  Jesus tells us we must be like Him, we 
too must take up our cross. He didn’t reject it, so we 
can’t reject it.  The reality of suffering, the reality of 
the cross in life, this is a great mystery, but it is there. 



READINGS FOR THE WEEK 
SUNDAY READINGS FOR  SEPTEMBER 3 
First Reading: 
Whenever I speak, I must cry out, 
    violence and outrage is my message; 
the word of the LORD has brought me 
    derision and reproach all the day. (Jer 20:8) 
 

Psalm: 
My soul is thirsting for you, O Lord my God. (Ps 63) 
 

Second Reading: 
I urge you, brothers and sisters, by the mercies of God, 
    to offer your bodies as a living sacrifice, 
    holy and pleasing to God, your spiritual worship. (Rom 12:1) 
 

Gospel: 
 “Whoever wishes to come after me must deny himself, 
    take up his cross, and follow me. 
For whoever wishes to save his life will lose it, but whoever loses 
his life for my sake will find it.” (Mt 16:24-25) 

Sunday, Sept. 3 (22nd Sunday in Ordinary Time) 
Is 22:19-23/Ps 138:1-2, 2-3, 6, 8 (8bc)/Rom 11:33-36/Mt 16:13-20    

Monday, Sept. 4 (Labor Day) 
1 Thes 4:13-18/Ps 96:1 and 3, 4-5, 11-12, 13/Lk 4:16-30   

Tuesday, Sept. 5 
1 Thes 5:1-6, 9-11/Ps 27:1, 4, 13-14/Lk 4:31-37   

Wednesday, Sept. 6 
Col 1:1-8/Ps 52:10, 11/Lk 4:38-44  

Thursday, Sept. 7 
Col 1:9-14/Ps 98:2-3ab, 3cd-4, 5-6/Lk 5:1-11   

Friday, Sept. 8 (The Nativity of the Blessed Virgin Mary) 
Mi 5:1-4a or Rom 8:28-30/Ps 13:6ab, 6c/Mt 1:1-16, 18-23 or 1:18-
23   

Saturday, Sept. 9 (Saint Peter Claver, Priest) 
Col 1:21-23/Ps 54:3-4, 6 and 8/Lk 6:1-5  

Next Sunday, Sept. 10 (23rd Sunday in Ordinary Time) 
Ez 33:7-9/Ps 95:1-2, 6-7, 8-9 (8)/Rom 13:8-10/Mt 18:15-20   

Saint Veronica Church 
4  |  WWW.STVERONICASSF.COM 

ADSF UPCOMING EVENTS 
Saturday, September 16:  “After I Do”  workshop for couples 
married less than five years.  Focusing on the first five years of 
marriage, the workshop will be held from 1:00-5:30 p.m. at 
Saint Stephen Church in San Francisco.  The cost is $50 per 
couple.  Register at  www.marriageforlifesf.com/register.  
Childcare is available. 

Thursday, October 5:  Save the Date for Catholic Charities’ 
26th Annual Loaves and Fishes Gala at the Westin Saint Francis 
in San Francisco.  Jack and Marie Fitzpatrick will be the recipi-
ents of the Faith in Action Award as Catholic  Charities cele-
brates 170 years of service to the community!  Tickets, Spon-
sorship and more information may be found at 
www.CatholicCharitiesSF.org/LoavesandFishes or by calling 
628-271-1170. 

Saturday, October 28:  Women’s Retreat for Healing after 
Abortion - this one-day retreat in Spanish will be led by Father 
Armando Gutierrez and Father James Liebner, SVD.  The event 
will be held at a confidential location and will  include Mass, 
the Sacrament of Reconciliation and counseling.  To sign up 
or for details, visit www.sfarch.org/rachel, call 415-614-5567 
or email projectrachel@sfarch.org. 

Saturday, November 18:  Memorial Mass and Healing Liturgy 
for Miscarriage and Infant Loss will be held at 10 a.m. at Saint 
Dominic Church, 2390 Bush Street, SF.  Father Vito Perrone, 
COSJ, will be the celebrant. 

Friday-Sunday, December 15-17:  Women’s Retreat for Heal-
ing after Abortion - this weekend retreat, held in English and 
Spanish, will be led by Father Vito Perrone, COSJ,  and Father 
James Liebner, SVD.  The event will be held at a confidential 
location and will include Mass, the Sacrament of Reconcilia-
tion and counseling.  To sign up or for details, visit 
www.sfarch.org/rachel, call 415-614-5567 or email  projectra-
chel@sfarch.org. 

Pray for our Beloved Deceased 
In your prayers this week, please remember the repose 

of the souls of our recently deceased, especially: 

Linda Giron-Virgen - died Aug. 23, 2023 

“Eternal Rest Grant Unto Them, O Lord . . .” 
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2023-24 ENROLLMENT 
Saint Veronica Catholic School:  Our Parish School 
continues to accept enrollment for the 2023-24 school 
year.  Please call  the school office at 650-589-3909 for 
information. 

On-going  - classes starting soon! 

Registration for the 2023-24 Faith Formation classes is 
now available!  Classes will begin in mid-September. 

If there is a child in your family who will be in at least 
first grade in the fall and would like to learn more about 
our Catholic faith and prepare for the Sacraments, or a 
teen who would like to prepare for Confirmation, please 
contact our parish Faith Formation Coordinator, Karen 
Guglielmoni, at 650-588-1455 x 103 or kgugliel-
moni@stveronicassf.com for information about how to 
register. 

Our parish also has the privilege of hosting the Archdio-
cese of San Francisco’s classes for children with Special 
Needs who would like to prepare for first Communion or 
Confirmation. 

For adults, our parish offers the Rite of Christian Initia-
tion for Adults (RCIA) for those who would like to be-
come Catholic or for those who are baptized in a Chris-
tian faith but have not received the Sacraments of Con-
firmation or First Holy Communion.  Call the parish 
office at 650-588-1455 to learn about the RCIA process. 

PRAY TO END ABORTION 
Parishioners from Saint Veronica and surrounding parishes 
will once again be praying to stop abortions in front of Planned 
Parenthood on Grand Ave., beginning Friday, September 8 
through Tuesday, December 12.  Contact Mary at 650-219-6689 
for more information and to sign up. 

LABOR DAY BLESSING   

O God, 

you asked St. Joseph to accept your will that his wife-
to-be would have a Son. 

St. Joseph accepted your will and worked with Jesus 
as his father and teacher. 

We seek your blessing upon all the work of our 
hands, and we dedicate our work to your greater 
glory. 

We ask your blessing upon all workers, especially 
those who work to make our lives easier and more 
enjoyable. 

We ask all this through the intercession of St. Joseph, 
patron saint of workers, in the name of Jesus your 
Son, in the unity of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 

- St. Joseph the Worker, pray for us. 

WHAT IS GOD’S DREAM FOR YOU?  COME AND SEE! 

See what being a Sister is all about! 
 

Stay with us * Pray with us * Get to know us! 
 

Join the Daughters of Charity of Saint Vincent 
de Paul for their discernment retreat, from 

Friday, September 29th through 
Sunday, October 1st, 2023. 

 

Find out more at 
Daughters-of-Charity.com/retreats 

 

The retreat is open to 
single Catholic women ages 18 to 40. 


