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St. Veronica Church 

Third Sunday of Lent 

March 23, 2014 

“The water I shall give will become a spring of 

water welling up to eternal life.”-  John 4:14 

Simon Dewey 



 

Parish Office email:  churchoffice@stveronicassf.com 

Mass  Intentions  

WEEK of  March 23 ,  2014  
 

Sun     03/23 6:45 † Eufemia Nisperos 

  8:00  † Michael Casella 

  9:30 † Mike & Kevin Folan 

           11:00  Tetet Virey 

           12:30  People of St. Veronica 

  6:00 † Rosa Martinez Avalos 
 

Mon   03/24 6:30 † Ines Marchetti 

  8:30 † Edwin Broas 
 

Tue    03/25 6:30 † Eusebio Quiambao 

  8:30 † The Padilla Family 
 

Wed   03/26 6:30 † Gertrude Eberle 

            8:30 † John Chase 
   

Thu    03/27 6:30 † Translacion Posadas 

  8:30 † Amado Palaad Jr. 
 

Fri      03/28 6:30 † Alice de Souza 

  8:30 † Janet Podesta 
 

Sat      03/29 8:30 † George Buccat 

  5:00 † Vito Borella 
 

Sun     03/30 6:45 † Magdalena Cahandig 

  8:00  † Michael Cummings 

  9:30 † Eddie Kho 

           11:00 † Robel Tezare Solomon 

           12:30  People of St. Veronica 

  6:00 † Eliezer Capacio 

St. Veronica Parish 

SACRAMENTAL PREPARATION 
 

 

Sacrament of Baptism 

Baptismal Preparation classes are held once a month. 

Call the Parish Office 650-588-1455 

 

Rite of Christian Initiation for Adults (RCIA) 

Call the Parish Office to register 650-588-1455 Ext.309 
 

Faith Formation: 650-588-1455 Ext. 305 

Catechetical instructions (1st to 8th grades) 
 

Confirmation Classes: 650-588-1455 

 

Parish Office Hours 
 

Monday to Friday 

8:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m. 

Closed for lunch from 12:30 - 1:30 p.m. 

(unless otherwise posted) 

Phone: 650-588-1455   Fax: 650-588-1481 
 

Parish Staff 
 

 

Fr. Charles Puthota, Ph.D., Pastor 

Fr. Rafael de Avila, Parochial Vicar 
 

Fr. Don Sharp, S.J., Weekend Assistant 

Fr. Al Grosskopf, S.J., Weekend Assistant 
 

Deacon Roger Beaudry 

Deacon Joseph LeBlanc 

 
Ms. Patricia Spiteri, Parish Secretary  
 

Mrs. Karen Guglielmoni, Faith Formation &  

Wedding Coordinator Ext.305 
 

Mr. Christopher Lindstrom, Music Director 

650-588-1455 Ext. 308 
 

 
St. Veronica Catholic School 

www.saintveronicassf.org 

Phone: 650-589-3909   
 

Mrs. Kathryn Lucchesi      Mrs. Geninne Ruegg 

Principal         Vice Principal 

Reflecting on the Word 
 

 The readings all point to Jesus as the one who can quench 

the deepest thirsts of our souls.  The book of Exodus focuses 

on bodily thirst, with God miraculously providing water for the 

Israelites in the desert.  The Gospel presents Jesus’ dialogue 

with the Samaritan woman at the well, in which he reveals 

himself as the source of living water.  Paul’s Letter to the Ro-

mans speaks of the love of God that is poured into our hearts. 

 Perhaps the metaphor of thirst, even more than the meta-

phor of hunger, conveys the desperation of the soul’s need for 

God.  We might pass a day of two without food and experience 

only mild discomfort.  But cut off from water, we are quickly 

afflicted with thirst; we experience it as an immediate threat.  

Like the Israelites in the desert, we soon begin to grumble. 

 The Samaritan woman must already feel the pangs of 

spiritual thirst.  Though initially disconcerted by being ad-

dressed by a Jewish man, she engages him in conversation, 

yearning for the living water that he offers, bringing relief to 

her life of spiritual longing.  Lent is an opportunity to let our-

selves feel our spiritual thirst and to welcome the living water 

that Jesus offers.          - adapted from “Living the Word” 



Parish Registration 
 

 

Please complete and return form to the parish office, 
or simply drop it in the collection basket. 

Kindly print all information 
 

Name(s): ____________________________________  

Name(s): ____________________________________  

Address:  ____________________________________  

 ____________________________________________  

City & Zip:  ___________________________________  

Phone: ______________________________________  

E-mail:  ______________________________________  

Primary language spoken at home: ________________ 

 

      Updating Current Parish Registration 

 

      Moving / Please remove from mailing list. 

 

___This is a new registration      Please call me. 

Mass Schedule 
 

Saturdays:  8:30AM & 5:00PM 

Sundays:  6:45, 8:00, 9:30, 11:00AM, 

and 12:30PM 

Spanish Mass:  Sundays at 6:00PM 

Holy Days:  6:30, 8:30AM, & 6:30PM 

Monday - Friday:  6:30 & 8:30AM 
 

Confessions 

Saturdays:  4:00—5:00PM 
 

Liturgy of the Hours 

Monday - Friday:  Morning Prayer at 6:00AM 
 

Eucharistic Adoration 

Monday - Friday:  9:00AM - 9:00PM 

Saturday     03/15/14   5:00PM 1359.00 511.50 1870.50 

Sunday        03/16/14   6:45AM 627.00 314.00 941.00 

   8:00AM 910.00 538.00 1448.00 

   9:30AM 1410.00 486.00 1896.00 

 11:00AM 940.00 327.00 1267.00 

 12:30PM 814.00 343.00 1157.00 

Spanish Mass   6:00PM 324.00 174.00 498.00 

TOTALS:  $6,384.00 $2,693.50 $9,077.50 

Day Mass Time 1st Collection Catholic Relief Services Totals 

Envelopes received in the First Collection: 
    March 01 & 02: 308 

 March 08 & 09: 296 

 March 15 & 16: 280 
 

 If you currently receive envelopes but do not use them, please 

prayerfully consider including your donation in the collection basket. 

Thank you for supporting St. Veronica Parish and its works. 

ON THE HORIZON! 

 March 27:  Movie Day, 1 p.m., Pastoral Center 

 March 31:  Book Club, 7 p.m., Pastoral Center 

 April 26:  Capital Campaign Bocce Tournament 

Pray for our Beloved Deceased 
 

In your prayers this week, please remember the repose of 

the souls of our deceased parishioners, especially: 
 

Richard Ferrario - died March 5, 2014 
Eleanor Otterstedt - died March 10, 2014 

 

“Eternal Rest Grant Unto Them, O Lord . . .” 

It is with great joy that we welcome into our church 

and community the following 

children who received the  

Sacrament of Baptism at our Church 

on Saturday, March 15, 2014 
 

Luke Francisco Bozovic 

Max Alexander Bozovic 

Isabella Marie Moreno 

Daniella Mae Silva 

 

Welcome New Parishioners! 
Our parish continues to be blessed and enriched  

by the presence of new parishioners: 
 

Carolina Flores & Kevin Tinoco 
Francis, Yvette & Gavin Joves 

 

May St. Veronica Church become a spiritual home where your 

faith and fellowship may be nourished with inspiration for you 

to live a life of service and generosity toward God and others. 



From the Pastor’s Desk 
Dear Parishioners, 
 

Lent:  As we begin the third week of Lent, it would be 

fruitful for us and our families to pause for a brief moment 

and think about the meaning and purpose of this special 

season of Lent. Jesus walked in the desert for forty days, 

prayed to his Father, felt guided by the Spirit, did penance, 

overcame temptation, reflected on his life, drew up plans 

for his public ministry, and opened his mind and heart to the 

possibility of opposition and suffering leading up to his cru-

cifixion. Jesus felt the need for this desert experience. We 

look upon Jesus and realize that we too need the desert ex-

perience---to think about what is going on in our lives and 

reorient ourselves towards God, family, and faith. Lent is 

that desert experience. It’s a season that reminds us of the 

need for repentance and of the reality of our mortality. Our 

fasting, abstinence, and such other Lenten practices remind 

us of this season and the need for some practical decisions 

we need to make.  

For example, is my life rooted in love or selfishness? Is my 

life one of giving or hoarding? Is my life guided by the 

Spirit of God or by my own desires and passions? Do I feel 

connected with Jesus or not? What are the values of Jesus 

and do I practice any of those? Am I humble like Jesus or 

do I put myself at the center of the universe in adoration of 

myself? Do I understand that love means respect, kindness, 

forgiveness, and sharing? How am I connected with the 

faith community I call the Church? What do I do to others 

in terms of service and compassion? Do I keep in mind 

those who are fragile, vulnerable and on the margins of so-

ciety and culture? We could examine ourselves along these 

lines and enter more deeply into the meaning and purpose 

of this Lenten season. Happy searching for meaning! Happy 

hunting for faith! Happy journeying to the heart of Christ! 
 

Religious Education Congress: I attended last week the 

Los Angeles Religious Education Congress participated by 

over 43,000 Catholics from all over the United States and 

from some foreign countries as well. There was a choice of 

hundreds of talks given by famous authors and speakers on 

Catholic themes. They included scripture, spirituality, 

church, liturgy, art, dance, leadership, community building, 

volunteers, stewardship, etc. The liturgical celebrations in-

cluded beautiful dances and music in an uplifting and liber-

ating spirit. (Maybe we should think about some nice litur-

gical dances sometimes at our Masses!) The exhibition hall 

featured books, videos, religious articles, and all other Cath-

olic related things in a very impressive way.  Some lectures 

were attended by thousands of people. I recommend this 

Congress to our parishioners. Do plan on attending it one of 

these years. You’ll be amazed to see how many Catholics 

there are that are so much into Catholic faith and our ways, 

traditions, and rituals, and more important, our Catholic 

vision of God, the human person, and the world. 
 

Pope Francis Effect in LA Congress and in Our Parish: 
At the LA Religious Education Congress last week, one 

new topic that I was amazed to see taking the whole con-

vention center by storm was, you guessed it, Pope Francis. I 

have never seen so much enthusiasm so far in my lifetime 

for the Church or the Pope as now. The lectures on Pope 

Francis were mobbed and cheered. Everyone is touched and 

encouraged by this Pope. His many gestures of humility, 

compassion, and love for the poor were mentioned again 

and again---and celebrated. The Pope’s many actions act as 

metaphors of new hope and life for the Church. One of the 

outcomes of all this excitement is that there are more Catho-

lics all over the world who attend Masses and acknowledge 

proudly in public and private that they are Catholic. I would 

very much wish this outcome for St. Veronica Church as 

well. We could all imbibe the spirit of the Pope and respond 

to it joyfully and generously. May I therefore invite those 

registered and even non-registered in our parish to come in 

greater numbers to weekend Masses? In particular, I would 

like to invite the School and Faith Formation families to put 

weekend Mass on their weekend Calendar.  Nothing is more 

important than the family gathering at Mass and giving 

thanks to God and seeking His blessings and guidance for 

our life. With God on our side, who or what can be against 

us? My dream is that the Francis Effect would inspire more 

of St. Veronica parishioners and School/Faith Formation 

families to embrace---and be faithful to---the basic Catholic 

practices that are beautiful and meaningful. 
 

Word of God: Water symbolizes the new life God gives us. 

Moses strikes the rock and water flows and the thirst of the 

Israelites is quenched. In the Gospel, Jesus offers the Sa-

maritan woman the living water, which stands for God’s 

grace and his Spirit. Is it possible that our lives are arid and 

parched because we are not letting the living water flow into 

our lives and irrigate our minds and hearts? Sometimes we 

are not even aware that we thirst for things that go beyond 

the world we can see and touch. Those precious gifts of 

God’s presence and grace can satisfy our deeper hunger and 

thirst. As St. Augustine puts is: “Our hearts are made for 

Thee, O Lord, and they are restless until they rest in Thee.” 

We seek to quench our thirst with things that can never 

quench it; God alone can fulfill our deepest desires and 

longings. Lord Jesus, give us that living water which will 

bring us peace and fulfillment. 
 

Catholic Joke:  Moses Leads the Israelites: Nine-year-old 

Joey was asked by his mother what he learned in Faith For-

mation. “Well, Mom, our teacher told us how God sent Mo-

ses behind enemy lines on a rescue mission to lead the Isra-

elites out of Egypt. When he got to the Red Sea, he had his 

engineers build a pontoon bridge and the people walked 

across safely. Then he used his walkie-talkie to radio head-

quarters for reinforcements. They sent bombers to blow up 

the bridge and all the Israelites were saved.” “Now, Joey, is 

that really what your teacher taught you?” his mother asked. 

“Well, no, Mom. But if I told it the way the teacher did, 

you'd never believe it!” 
 

Your Friend & Pastor, 
 

Father Charles Puthota  



Lenten events at St. Veronica 
 

 

Prayer and Reflection 
 
Stations of the Cross will be recited each Friday during Lent immediately 

following the 8:30 a.m. Mass and again at 6:30 p.m. 
 

A Half-day Retreat will be held on Saturday, March 29 at St. Veronica.  Fly-

ers may be found in the vestibule or interested parties may RSVP directly to 

the Pastoral Center by March 26.  A donation of $10 per person is requested 

to cover the cost of food and materials. 
 

The Annual Chrism Mass will take place on Thursday, April 10, at 5:30 

p.m. at St. Mary’s Cathedral. 
 

Washing of the Feet - Volunteers are invited to take part in the annual 

Washing of the Feet during the Holy Thursday Mass of the Lord’s Supper 

at 6:30 p.m. on April 17.  Those interested are required to call the Pastoral 

Center and sign up.  All ages are welcome!  Space is limited to the first 12 

volunteers, representing the 12 Apostles. 
 

Almsgiving 
 

St. Vincent de Paul Conference at St. Veronica is accepting non-perishable 

food items.  Especially needed are canned fruits and vegetables, cereal, peanut 

butter and jelly, coffee, tuna, pasta and rice.  Now through Good Friday, April 

18, items may be placed in the basket in the vestibule or dropped off at the Pas-

toral Center. 

 
The Gubbio Project housed at  St. Boniface Church is in need of toiletry 

items for the homeless in and around San Francisco’s Tenderloin area.  

Take a Ziploc bag and fill it with the following items:  1 or more pairs of 

socks, disposable razors, small tubes of toothpaste, 1 or more toothbrush-

es, 1 packet or more of cough drops, 1 pair of stretchy cloth gloves, 1 

cloth hat.  Many of these items may be found at the dollar or discount 

stores.  Please return filled bags to the container in the vestibule or the 

Pastoral Center by Good Friday.  Visit the Gubbio Project at www.thegubbioproject.org to learn 

more about the services they provide. 
 

Yarn Donations may be dropped off at the Pastoral Center.  We have a group of dedicated craft-

ers who will turn your donation into beautiful lap blankets for the elderly. 

 
Catholic Charities CYO offers a variety of ways for volunteers to strengthen their faith through 

acts of compassion during the Lenten season.  Visit www.cccyo.org/lent for a list of opportuni-

ties and contact Jane Ferguson Flout at 41-972.1227 or jfergusonflout@cccyo.org to sign up. 



Easter Floral Offering 

Envelopes Available 

 Loved ones, living and 

deceased, may be remembered and 

honored during the Easter Masses 

as we place their names on the 

altar.  Envelopes are in the 

vestibule of the Church and may be placed in the 

offertory basket by Palm Sunday, April 13 or 

returned to the Parish Office by Holy Thursday, 

April 17. 

Baptism Information 
 

Registration forms are available from the 

Pastoral Center during regular office hours, 

or you may download a form from our web-

site at www.stveronicassf.com. 
 

Baptisms are celebrated on the 1st and 3rd 

Saturday (English) and 2nd Saturday 

(Spanish) of each month.  Please call the 

Parish Office for times and to register. 
 

 

Preparation classes for parents and godpar-

ents are held monthly on Tuesdays as noted: 

Classes are conducted in the Pastoral Center 

from 7:30 - 9:00 p.m. (Adults only please). 

Please call the Parish Office at 650-588-1455 

to reserve your space for the Baptismal 

Preparation Classes. 

April 8 May 13 June 10 

July 8 August 12 September 9 

All April dates are full May 3 (full), 10 (S), 17 

June 7, 14 (S-full), 21 July 5, 12 (S), 19 

August 2, 9 (S), 16 September 6, 13 (S), 20 

Save the Date! 

Our Lady of Manaoag Celebration 
 

 The annual celebration of the Feast of 

Our Lady of Manaoag will take place at St. 

Veronica on Sunday, April 27, 2014.  Begin-

ning with the recitation of the Holy Rosary at 

3 p.m., the feast with continue with Holy Mass 

at 4 p.m. and conclude with a procession from 

the Church to the Parish Center where all are 

invited to share in fellowship. 

March Book and Movie Events! 
 
 

The next meeting of the St. Veronica 

Movie Club will be Thursday, March 27 

at 1:00 p.m. in the Pastoral Center.  

“Bernadette” (2008), with a runtime of 

120 minutes, will be shown. 

 

 

The next meeting of the St. Veronica Book 

Club will be Monday, March 31 at 7:00 

p.m. in the Pastoral Center.  “Siddhartha” 

by Herman Hesse will be discussed. 

 

New “members” are always welcome! 

Please call the Pastoral Center to be place on the 

contact list and receive further information. 

MISA DOMINICAL EN ESPAÑOL 

 
De esta manera la parroquia de Santa Verónica quiere prestar un ser-

vicio pastoral a la comunidad latina presente en el área de Sur San 

Francisco.  

Con esto se pretende que la comunidad latina  

participe de una manera más significativa  

en la vida parroquial. 
 

FRECUENCIA: Todos los domingos del año. 

   HORA: 6:00 PM. 

 

BAUTISMOS EN ESPAÑOL 

 

Los bautismos en español se llevan a cabo el segundo sábado de 

cada mes. 
 

La plática preparatoria para el bautismo se lleva a cabo el mismo día 

del bautismo. Esto es, se da la plática e inmediatamente después se 

tiene la ceremonia del sacramento del bautismo.  
 

 

FRECUENCIA:  Sábado segundo de cada mes 

HORA: 11:00 AM 
PLÁTICA:  Antes de la ceremonia del  bautismo.   

Para mayor información llamar a la oficina. Tel: 650 588-1455 

     RCIA:  The Three Scrutinies 
The three Scrutinies are celebrated on the 

Third, Fourth & Fifth Sundays of Lent.  They 

are rites of conversion and repentance, and are 

intended to deliver the Elect from sin, protect 

them from temptation and invite them to live closer to Christ. 

After the first Scrutiny, those in RCIA are entrusted with the 

Creed and, after the third Scrutiny, the Lord’s Prayer. 

Kindly keep the catechumen and candidates of the St. Veronica 

RCIA program in your prayers are they move closer to full 

initiation in the Church during the Easter Season. 



St. Veronica Capital Campaign Update - March 2014 

St. Veronica Parish Spring 2014 Bocce Ball Tournament 
 

 When and Where:  Sat., April 26 at Orange Memorial Park Bocce 

Courts 

 Check in:  8:00-9:00 a.m.; Games start promptly at 9:00 a.m. 

 Cost:  $30 per participant ($120 per team).  Four players per team; sin-

gle players welcome.  If you have less than 4 players, we will fill your team. 

 Included:  Breakfast-coffee and donuts; Lunch-hamburgers and hot dogs; raffle 

 Spectators welcome - join us for lunch at noon - $10.00 

 Interested?  List your team name (if applicable) and team members’ names and phone num-

bers/email addresses and submit with payment to the Pastoral Center c/o Mike Dimech, Class of 

‘72.  Checks may be made payable to the St. Veronica Church. 

 Need more information?  Contact Mike Dimech at 650-922-2667 or  mdimech7@gmail.com. 

Following completion of Phase I, current 

funds available for Phase II - $164,183. 
 

Additional funds needed to break ground 

on Phase II - $85,817. 
St. Veronica Legacy Items still available!  Order deadline is May 1, 2014! 

Leave a lasting legacy by gifting a Legacy Item to commemorate a life event or loved one. 
 

For complete details and to download the order form, visit 

http://stveronicassf.com/cap_cpng/cc.pdf       -- or --      www.stveronicassf.com 

Recap of Upcoming 

Capital Campaign 

Events and Deadlines 
 

April 26 - Spring Bocce Ball 

Tournament, Orange Park 
 

May 1 - Legacy Item order 

deadline (to date, 121 4x8 

bricks, 129 8x8 bricks and 62 

granite tiles, 21 benches and 4 

trees have been purchased) 
 

May 17 - Spring Gala, Basque 

Cultural Center 
 

Every Wednesday in July - 

Bingo!! 
 

November 1 - Sister Act 

Comedy Dinner Show 




